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Dedicated to 


His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupāda, 
who carefully handed down the Srimad-Bhagavatam and 
thus, by his divine grace, kindly offered us Krsna. 


idam bhágavatam nama 

puránam brahma-sammitam 
uttama-$loka-caritam 

cakára bhagaván rsih 
nih$reyasáya lokasya 

dhanyam svasty-ayanam mahat 


This Srimad-Bhagavatam is the literary incarnation of God, and it 
is compiled by Srila Vyasadeva, the incarnation of God. It is 
meant for the ultimate good of all people, and it is all-successful, 
all-blissful, and all-perfect. (Bhàg. 1.3.40) 


Srila Prabhupada comments in his Purport to this verse: "One can derive from 
the study of the Bhágavatam all benefits that are possible to be derived from the 
personal presence of the Lord. It Carries with it all the transcendental blessings 
of Lord Sri Krsna that we can expect from His personal contact." 
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Glorification of Stimad-Bhagavatam 
from Srila Sanatana Gosvàmi 's Krsna-lilà-stava 


Sarva-Sastrabdhi-piydsa 
Sarva-vedaika-sat-phala 

Sarva-siddhénta-ratnaghya 
Sarva-lokaika-drk-prada 


Sarva-bhagavata-prana 
Srimad-bhagavata prabho 
Kali-dhvántoditáditya 
Sri-krsna-parivartita 
o Srimad-Bhágavatarm! O nectar churned from the ocean of all the Vedic 
Scriptures! O most prominent transcendental fruit of all the* Vedas! O You 
who are enriched with the jewels of all spiritual philosophical conclusions! O 
You who grant Spiritual vision to all the people of the world! O life-breath of 
the Vaisnava devotees! O Lord, You are the sun which has arisen to dispell 
the darkness of Kali-yuga. You are actually Lord Krsna, who has returned 
among us. 
paramananda-pathaya 
prema-varsy-aksaráya te 
Sarvadé Sarva-sevyaya 
Sri-krenáya namo ‘stu me 


o Srimad-Bhágavatam! 1 offer my respectful obeisances to You. By read- 
ihg You one attains transcendental bliss, for Your syllables rain pure love of 
God upon the reader. You are always to be served by everyone, for You are 
an incarnation of Lord Krsna 

fnad-eka-bandho mat-sangin 
mad-guro man-maha-dhana 

man-nistaraka mad-bhágya 
mad-ánanda namo ‘stu te 

o Srimad-Bhágavatam! O my only friend! O my companion! O my teacher! 
O my great wealth! O my deliverer! O my good fortune! O my bliss! | offer my 
respectiul obeisances unto You. 

asáchu-sádhuta-aáyinn 
ali-nicocca-táraka 
hà na mutica kadácin mam 
premná hrt-kanthayoh sphura Ej 

O Srlmad-Bhágavatam! O giver of saintliness to the unsaintly! O uplifter of 
the very fallen! Please don't ever leave me. Please become manifest in my 
hean and my throat, accompanied by pure love of Krsna 











Preface 


The following excerpts from Srila Prabhupada's letters stress the importance 
of scrutinizingly Studying his books. 

“lam very much Stressing at this point that all of my students shall be very 
much conversant with the Philosophy of Krsna Consciousness and they should 


“So if you study my books very Carefully, then | am sure you will find out the 
means for applying this Krsna conscious Philosophy in all spheres of life 
There is no limitation.” (January 31, 1973) 

“We should rather turn Our interest to learn from the books more and more. 
We should inquire about Krsna Temple life is going on with little change, but 
we should become habituated to read the books more profoundly.” (July 23, 
1973) 


“And you must all Study very Scrutinizingly all of the books so that when the 
need arises you can Tepeat in your own words their purport.” (July 25, 1975) 

"The instruction given in my books is Supposed to be personal instruction. 
When we read Bhagavad-gità As It Is, it is understood that we are receiving 
Personal instructions of Krsna. No Physical barrier is there in the case of Spir- 
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movement. Through his books, everyone can hear from Prabhupáda without 
restriction and reap the benefits of associating with the topmost paramahamsa 
and most confidential servant of Krsna. As Srila Prabhupada implored in his 
letter of June 13, 1972: "So | am requesting all of my students to read my 
books seriously every day without lail. In this way, if your mind becomes ab- 
Sorbed at least one or two hours daily in the transcendantal subject of Srimad 
Bhágavatam,... then very easily you will make advancement in Krsna con- 
Sciousness. 








Three Premises 


The study method used within this guide is based on the following three 
premises. 


Premise One: The Srimad-Bhagavatam is Sri Krsna, the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead. 


Many Srimad-Bhagavatam verses and purports proclaim the glories and li- 
berating effects of hearing the Bhágavatam, and others describe the Bhága- 
vatam directly as Krsna. 

"This Srimad-Bhágavatam is the literary incarnation of God, and it is compiled 
by Srila Vyasadeva, the incarnation of God. It is meant for the ultimate good of 
all people, and it is all-successful, all-blissful and all-perfect." (Bhág. 1.3.40) 

“Srimad-Bhagavatam is the literary incarnation of Lord Sri Krsna and is there- 
fore nondifferent from Him. Srimad-Bhágavatam should be worshiped as re- 
Spectfully as we worship the Lord.” (Bhág. 1.3.40 purport) 

"In the Bhagavad-gitá the Lord Says that the purpose of all the Vedas is to 
know Him (Lord Krsna), and Stimad-Bhagavatam is Lord Sri Krsna Himself in 
the form of recorded knowledge.” (Bhág. 1.3.41 purport) 

"Bhagavad-gità is the preliminary study of the Bhágavatam. And Srimad-Bhà- 
gavatam is the summum bonum of life, Lord Sri Krsna personified. We must 
therefore accept Srimad-Bhágavatam as the direct representative of Lord 
Krsna. One who can see Srimad-Bhagavatam can see also Lord Sri Krsna in 
person. They are identical." (Bhag. 1.3.43 purport) 

Indeed, in answering the questions of the sages of Naimisáranya as to where 
people will find shelter after Lord Krsna's departure from the earth, Süta 
Gosvami says: 

"This Bhágavata Purana is as brilliant as the sun, and it has arisen just after 
the departure of Lord Krsna to His own abode, accompanied by religion, 
knowledge, etc. Persons who have lost their vision due to the dense darkness 
of ignorance in the age of Kali shall get light from it.” (Bhág. 1.3.43) 


Premise Two: The Philosophy within the Srimad-Bhagavatam 
is developed systematically. 


In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila Vyasadeva reveals the philosophy of Krsna 
consciousness. To aid our penetration into the glories of Vyásadeva's offering, 
we have the commentaries of the ácáryas, beginning with Sridhara Svami. And 
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tO give us the essence ul these commentaries and their contemporary appli- 
Cation, we have Srila Prabhupáda's Bhaktivedanta purports. 

Considering the greatness of Srila Vyásadeva and the depth of the realiza. 
tion and intelligence of tne Bhágavatam's commentators, one would naturally 
assume fhat the great work proceeds in a philosophically progressive and 
orderly fashion. After ali, even an ordinary book introduces its Subject matter, 
develops it, and arrives at a conclusion. And indeed, as we began devising 
our Bhágavatam study system, we began noting that the Bhagavatam's 
philosophy does develop trom Purport to purport, from chapter to chapter, 
and ‘rom canto to cante. Just as a magnifying glass enlarges one's view of an 
object, the magnificent purports of Srila Prabhupáda amplify and thus estab- 
lish the Bhágavatam's philosophical development. 

Because of the Bnágavatam's progressive philosophical presentation, when 
one begins serious study, he should not Study hapnazardly. As Srila Pra- 
bhupáda states: "One who is actually interested in the Bhágavatam must not 
play with it by reading or hearing a portion from here and a portion from 
there." (Bhág. 2.1.10 Purpor) Rather, as when contemiplating any form of the 
Lord, one begins at His lotus feet and then allows his vision to rise. One's 
Meditation on Srimad-Bhágavatam, therefore, begins with the first cantos, 
which are considered to be Krsna's lotus feet, and it Continues gradually ris- 
ing to the Tenth Canto, the Lord's smiling face. $rila Prabhupáda, therefore, 
States within his purpon to the very first Stimad-Bhagavatam verse: "The tran- 
scendental activities of Lord Śri Krsna are described specifically in the Tenth 
Canto of this work. But, in order to reach the very substance, one must 
proceed gradually by developing knowledge of the categories.” 


Premise Three: The Srimad-Bhagavatam contains the vani, 
the instructions, of Srila Prabhupada. We should therefore 
Study the Bhagavatam looking to apply Prabhupáda's words 
to our lives. 


Studying the Srimad Ehágavatam offers us an Opportunity to sit at Srila 
Prabhupáda's teet and hear from him. Prabhupáda himself said he would live 
forever through his books. When we read the Bhágavatam desiring to learn 
Irom Prabhupáda and apply his instructions, thinking, "Prabhupàda's words 
are meant for me. How can apply them to my life?" we Strongly feel the pres- 
ence and shelter of Prabhupada due to association with his vani. 
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The Study Method 


Applying the above mentioned three premises to our study will help us dis- 
Cover all-attractive Krsna within the Bhágavatam, urtavel the Bhágavatam's 
philosophical progression, and take advantage of Srila Prabhupáda's instruc- 
tions. How can we practically do this? iE 


Attentive Reading 


All-attractive Krsna is nondifferent from the Bhágavatam. To succeed in dis- 
Covering Him, we should first accept that the Lord is present on each page. 
Then, by reading attentively, we can discover Him. 

"Simple hearing is not all; one must realize the text with proper atten- 
tion....One should hear with attention from the real person, and then he can at 


once realize the presence of Lord Krsna in every page....Somehow or other if ` 


Someone hears [the Bhágavatam] with rapt attention from the right person, at 
the very beginning one can assuredly see Lord Sri Krsna in person in the 
pages of Bhágavatam." (Bhág. 1.3.44 purport) 

We should learn to read in an active, questioning manner. "What is the main 
Point of this purport?" one should ask. "What other points is $rila Prabhupáda 
making? Do | really understand the connection between this statement and 
the one before? Can | think of another example of this same point?” 

Over the last few years, some of us have been applying this method of "ac- 
tive reading” to our individual Study and within pilot study groups. Our in- 
creased appreciation of the difference between casual reading and actual 
Studying has expanded our conviction in the Bhágavatam's potency. 

The following general Study questions are designed to aid our mastery of 
the art of active, attentive reading. After reading each verse and purport, one 
should write down the answers to these questions: 


1. Main Point. What is the main Point of this verse and purport? 

2. Subsidiary Points, What other important points are mentioned? 

3. Sanskrit. Do any of the Sanskrit words or word-for-word meanings give 
me special insights? 

4. Special Appreciation. Are there any sentences or paragraphs that strike 
me with their special relevance? 

5. Scriptural References. Can | think of any other scriptural references for 
the philosophical point I've just read? 

6. Questions. Is there anything | don't understand? 

(Especially while one is getting used to the study method, we recommend 
writing down each answer. After some time, however, one may prefer to 
mentally note his answers to questions 3, 4, and 5.) 
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7. Vedic Culture. Are there any points on Vedic culture that | should add to 
my list? 

(It's helpful, in addition to answering the first six questions, to keep a run- 
ning list of points on Vedic culture. It has been said that the Krsna con- 
Sciousness movement will succeed through a Vedic "cultural conquest," 
and we recommend keeping such a list to increase our understanding and 
appreciation of that culture. In addition, or as "culture's" stead, one could 
compile and research Bhágavatam quotes on any topic of his interest.) 


Philosophical Continuity 


Once we've understood that the presentation of the Bhagavatam is not hap- 
hazard, but that it progresses logically, an exciting part of our study is to dis- 
cover, unravel, and explore the Bhágavatam's philosophical development. 

To aid us in this, we have divided each Bhágavatam chapter into "Sections." 
These sections, or groupings of a chapter's verses, are suggested by the nat- 
ural changes in speakers and topics within the texts and purports. 

After actively studying and taking notes on each verse and purport within a 
section, we then, using the study guide's sections as a basis, separately list, 
one after another, each verse's “Main Point.” Next, we carefully read our list, 
seeking connections between the main points. When we discover what we 
consider the main philosophical thread running through the section, we then 
summarize it in one or two concise sentences. This extraction is called a "Sec- 
tion Theme." 


è Practical Application 


Studying the Srimad-Bhagavatam while looking to apply Srila Prabhupáda's 
words to our lives will keep our Bhagavatam study from becoming simply an 
academic or intellectual pursuit. The mood that “Srila Prabhupada is speaking 
to me" gives immediate relevance to Prabhupada’s words and enhances our 
attentiveness. While studying, answer the four “practical” questions that fol- 
low. 


1, Do | have any personal experiences that illustrate this point? 
2. Does this point practically apply to my life? How? 

3. Does this point apply to preaching in the world today? How? 
4. Does this point apply to ISKCON? How? 


Although we should answer these questions while studying each verse and 


purport, we may do so mentally and need not write the answers down. This 
will help keep our studies moving at a satisfying speed. 
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The Study Materials 
for Each Srimad-Bhagavatam Chapter 


We've just concluded describing the foundations upon which this study guide 
is based: the three premises and their applications. We'll now begin describing 
the format of the study materials we've written for each Bhágavatam chapter. 
First we'll define thé principal parts of the guide's materials and tell how each is 
used. Then, in the pages that follow (under "Practicing the Study Method"), 
we'll offer several exercises that will make using the guide easy. Although (Hint) 
is shown within the example of a section's Story-line, it won't be explained for a 
few paragraphs, until the section entitled The Hint. 


The Story-line 


The “Story-line" of a section is a Summary of the verses within that section. 
Here's how a section's story-line looks within the Study materials: 


Section C: Verses 17-28 
(Story-line) While in Hastinápura, Vidura preaches to Ohrtarastra, his’ elder 

brother, to give up his material attachments. Vidura pushes 

Dhrtarastra to leave home immediately and pursue self-realization. 
(Hint) Hint on Section Theme: The message of a sadhu 

After we discover and write down a section's philosophical theme, we can 
pair the theme with the section's Story-line to help us remember the philoso- 
phy. For exarnple, | might be studying the above Section, which is from Canto 
One, Chapter Thirteen, entitled, *Dhrtarástra Quits Home.” Now, my section 
theme may tell how a sádhu's words cut a living entity's attachment to the il- 
lusory energy. Having written this down, | then mentally couple my section 
theme to the story-line. Immediately, | envision old, attached Dhrtarástra living 
within the palace at the cost of his honor. | remember saint Vidura, the recently 
returned pilgrim whose palace mission is simply to deliver his elder brother, 
Dhrtarástra. | also remember the sharp, sádhu-words of Vidura, especially his 
sabre-like, "... you are living just like a household dog and are eating remnants 
of food given by Bhima.” And so on. Practically speaking, after having forged a 
strong mental link between the philosophy and the story-line, whenever | re- 
member Vidura's return to Hastinapura, | cannot but recall the Cutting, philo- 
sophical message of a sádhu. 
Not only does knowing the story-line help us remember the philosophy, but 

also, when preaching, it helps us illustrate philosophical points with fascinating 
Sástric narratives. 
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The Hint 


Along with finding a story-line for each section in the study materials, you 
will also find a hint, called the “Hint on Section Theme.” Please note the hint 
included in our above example of a story-line. This hint is our suggestion 
about the section's philosophical development, which we will later concisely 
State as Our section theme. You can use a section's hint as part of one of two 
study methods: consult the hint before beginning a section (to make sure the 
main points you're finding within the verses are going in the right direction) or 
Consult the hint after finishing a section (to see how we've done). 

The first method will tend to direct your reading. You'll find yourself looking 
within the verses and purports for the points mentioned in the hint. If you use 
the second method, you'll have a more open vision when approaching the 
verses and purports, But you'll still have Sornething with which to compare the 
section theme that you discover, for your section theme should be a state- 
ment on the subject matter suggested within the hint. 

We rẹcommend that you begin your study using the first method, and later, 
if you wish, you can change to the second. 

You will notice, as your study takes you through the sections of each Bha- 
gavalam chapter, that in some places several sections and their story-lines 
have been combined with only one hint. For example sections D and E, Canto 
One, Chapter Seven are as follow: 


Sections D and E: Verses 15-20 and Verses 21-34 
ASvatihama flees after his heinous crime, and Arjuna sets out to 
Capture him. Asvatthama tries to escape by using his brahmástra 
weapon on Arjuna. When Arjuna sees the glaring brahmástra 
threatening him, he prays to Sri Krsna, who is driving his chariot, 
and then follows Krsna's instructions about counteracting the fear- 
ful weapon. 

Hint on Section Theme: The descent of Krsna, the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead 


In the example above, in our own personal study, we've written our section 
theme for D as follows: “Being born within a bráhmana family without pos: 
sessing brahminical qualification is insufficient to earn one the respect and 
freedom from punishment given to a qualified bráhmana." Our section theme 
lor E: "Because the /iva souls in this world are suffering and fearful, Krsna, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is beyond máyá's control, de- 
scends to reclaim them. During the Lord's descent, He especially benefits His 
exclusive devotees who are rapt in meditation upon Him." In our personal 
Study of this entire chapter, we've found that the chapter's major philosophi- 
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cal thrust directs us to preach the message of the Bhágavatam, as hearing of 
Krsna's pastimes will liberate the conditioned souls from all suffering. 

The section theme for E is about the descent of Krsna, and it directly relates 
to the chapter's major philosophical development. But section D's theme is 
about unqualified members of brahminical families. It is a minor sub-theme, 
and it has nothing to do with the rest of the philosophy presented in the chap- 
ter. We've therefore combined sections D and E and used the hint on the sec- 
tion theme to direct the reader away from a fruitless attempt to squeeze a 
minor theme into the chapter's philosophical development. 

In general we've combined two sections in the guide when one section within 
a chapter contains a minor theme that is different from the major philosophical 
development of the chapter. 


Essays 


At the end of the study materials for each Chapter are essay questions. 
These questions have been designed not so much to test one's recall, but 
more to evoke critical reasoning and to guide and increase understanding. To 
truly complete the chapter study, one should write the essays. Reading the 
essay questions before commencing Study will simplify the task of researching 
answers. 

Our study method has us list the main points of verses and purports and 
Summarize them in section themes. The first essay (Essay A.) of each chapter 
takes this process one Step further. It requires that we connect Our section 
themes so they form a short essay that reveals the development of the "Chap- 
ter Theme." Essay A. then requires that we state this chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 

While answering essay questions, remember Krsna dasa Kavirája Go- 
Svámi 's statement "Eloquence is truth spoken concisely." We should keep our 
essay length to within one or two Paragraphs. Unless otherwise requested 
within the question's instructions, only include information within an essay from 
the chapter currently being studied. 

The instructions for essay B. require one to answer both Parts of the ques- 
tion. In essay C., the instructions list Specific questions or choices of questions 
to answer. Within the Study materials for each chapter is also a study schedule 
for the chapter. Keep in mind that these are all only our recommendations. 
Feel free to answer more (or fewer) essay questions or spend more (or less) 
time on any section of any chapter. Remember, however, that in order to main- 
tain enthusiasm, one needs to feel that he's making tangible progress towards 
completing the Bhágavatam. 

One following this Study guide by himself may find the discipline of essay- 
writing hard to keep. If so, try studying with a group of peers, studying in a 
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group with a teacher or leader, studying with a friend (grhastha couples can 
Study together), or even studying with a friend by correspondence. 

In the appendices are recommendations on how to run a study class and 
how to improve personal study habits. We recommend you read them before 
commencing your use of the guide. We've also included in the appendices a 
chapter-by-chapter list of verses to memorize. 
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Practicing the Study Method 
Finding the Main Point of a Verse and a Purport 


The best way to grasp the Study method used with this guide is to do some 
exercises. We'll first practice finding main points. Since in this exercise we'll be 
going over the first section of Srimad-Bhágavatam, Canto One, Chapter Six- 
leen, please now get the appropriate volume of the Bhágavatam. Then, within 
this guide, turn to the study materials for Canto One, Chapter Sixteen, which 
begin on page 60. 

First check the length of Section A in both the guide and the Bhágavatam to 
get an idea of the size of the task at hand. Then check the guide's hint on sec- 
tion theme to get a general idea of the Subject matter of the section. Now read 
the section's verses and purports within the Bhagavatam, and write out, one 
by one, what you consider each verse's main Point. Before you move from 
one verse and purport to the next, check your answer against our suggestions 
and reflect on the advice that goes with it, 


Verse: 1.16.1 

Main Point: 

Mahárája Pariksit was an ideal king who ruled under the guidance of 
selt-realized bráhmanas. (WRONG) 


An ideal king is a qualified devotee who rules under the guidance of 
self-realized bráhmanas. (CORRECT) 


The distinction here is that one has to see the general principle in the verse 
and purport. Although the verse does concern Maharaja Pariksit, Srila Pra- 
bhupada is explaining a general Principle of good kingship, which applies to all 
times and circumstances. 


Verses: 1.16.2 and 3 

Main Point: 

During the time of Maharaja Pariksit the demigods were visible even 
to the common men. (WRONG) 


A king should be guided by a bona fide spiritual master, for without 
a spiritual master no one can advance in Spiritual life. He should 
create auspiciousness for the citizens and return their taxes in the 
form of charity. (CORRECT) 
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You will have noticed, of course, that we have joined verses 2 and 3. We've 
done this because verse 2 had no main point of its own, although it gave a 
clear example of a great king who yielded to the guidance of higher authorities. 
Other points about gotras and the life of Maharaja Janamejaya are subsidiary, 
not related to the theme of the section. 

Although the purport of verse 3 deals largely with the demigods, when we 
read the hint on the section theme we see that demigods have nothing to do 
with it. We can then presume that the points within the purport about 
demigods will most probably not be part of the verse's main point. (Or if we 
are not using the hint on the section theme to guide our study, we can sus- 
pend our judgement of a verse's main point until the section theme becomes 
clear. In this connection, it's of value to note that the point explained at the 
greatest length within a purport is not necessarily the verse's main point.) Im- 
portant points that Srila Prabhupáda makes about demigods should, however, 
be noted as subsidiary. 

You may have also noticed that we've squeezed two or three points into the 
main point. This is because we felt that all were in line with the hint on the sec- 
tion theme. We could have listed some of the points as subsidiary, but we 
chose not to. So, as you can see, choosing a verse's main point involves not 
only careful reading but personal choices and perceptions as well. Don't be 
disturbed, therefore, if minor differences exist between our suggested main 
points and yours. 


Verse: 1.16.4 
Main Point: 
When Mahárája Pariksit saw the master of Kali-yuga beating a cow 
and bull, the King was immediately ready to punish him. (WRONG) 
The duty of a king is to root out Kali and maintain a godly state, 
which especially means that he must safeguard brahminical culture. 
(CORRECT) 
Don't give the story-line as a verse's main point. Carefully separating the 
philosophy from the story-line will later give you a clearer view of a section's 


theme. 
When listing subsidiary points, list as many as you like. For verse 4, some 
obvious ones would be as follows: 


Brahminical culture means education to develop the mode of goodness. 
Eating fruits, grains, and milk is necessary to develop goodness. 

Since milk is essential for developing brahminical culture, cow protection is 
therefore also essential 

The root cause of mismanagement and quarrel is that low-class men come 
to the helm of the state 
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But someone might also like to mention other subsidiary points —for ex- 
ample, “The king is the representative of God.” 


Finding the Section Theme. 


As with finding main points, the easiest way to grasp what we mean by sec- 
tion theme is to do an exercise. Let's use the main points from the section 
we've just done to generate the section's theme. First, we'll compile our main 
points into a list. Of course, you'll derive your list from your own main points, 
but we'll use our main points as an example. Our list is as follows: 


(1) An ideal king is a qualified devotee who rules under the 
guidance of self-realized bráhmanas. (2-3) A king should be guided 
by a bona fide spiritual master, for without a spiritual master no one 
can advance in spiritual lile. He should create auspiciousness for. 
the citizens and return their taxes in the form of charity just as a 
cloud distributes rain. (4) The duty of a king is to root out Kali and 
maintain a godly state, which especially means that he must 
safeguard brahminical culture. 


Now we have to search for the theme running through these points. As we 
mentioned earlier, a good section theme should focus on what's in the hint on 
the section theme. And it should consist of one or at most two concise state- 
ments. Without looking at the statement that follows this paragraph, put aside 
your own main points for the moment and write down from our main points 
what you consider to be the section theme. After that, compare your answer 
with the section theme we suggest, and read through our explanation of how 
we arrived at it. 


Section Theme: 

To insure Kali doesn't enter and to maintain a godly state, an ideal 
king must be a devotee of the Lord, must Protect brahminical cul- 
ture, and must take guidance from self-realized bráhmanas. 


How did we arrive at this theme? First, we thought that the point about the 
Spiritual master was, basically included in the idea of taking guidance from selt- 
realized bráhmanas, so we lett it out. Second, we decided that the point about 
auspiciousness was included in the idea of maintaining a godly state. Finally, 
the point about taxes seemed a detail, not a theme running through the sec- 
tion. 

Now make a list of your own main points. Then extract a section theme. You 
can then compare your theme with the theme you wrote from our main points 
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and with the theme given above. Of course, none ọf these section themes will 
be exactly the same, but the basic ideas should match. 

We don't need to practice extracting the chapter theme for the technique is 
the same. But in essay A. within each chapter, before extracting the chapter 
theme, you will be asked not only to make a list of your section themes, but to 
connect them into a short essay. This will help you note the connections be- 
tween the sections and the development of the philosophy throughout the 
chapter. 


Further Exercises with Main Points and Section Themes 


We are now going to work on the second section of the Sixteenth Chapter 
(verses 5-9). 

Exercise A. Consult the story-line and hints for the section's story-line and 
its hint on section themes. Now find the main points of the five verses in sec- 
tion B. When you've finished you can compare your answers with the ones we 
suggest. If, after comparing, you want to alter your answer in any way, do so 
before beginning exercise B. 


Verse: 1.16.5 

Main Point: 

A sage is interested in hearing about any subject if it is in relation 
with Krsna, because Krsna is the purifying ingredient in everything. 


Verse: 1.16.6 
Main Point: 
* Mundane subjects are transcendental if related to the Lord or His 
E devotees. We should not waste our short lives hearing topics other 
than those relating to Lord Krsna and His devotees. 


Verse: 1.16.7 . 
Main Point: $ 

Death cannot be avoided by physiochemical means, but it can be 
transcended by "inviting Yamarája to a kirtana.” 


Verse: 1.16.8 

Main Point: 

One who desires freedom from death should accustom himself to 
hearing the nectarean pastimes of the Lord. 


Verse: 1.16.9 

Main Point: 

The foolish and lazy don't appreciate the precious gift of the human 
form (which can be used to achieve liberation); instead, they 
Squander their lives in worthless activities to gratify the senses. 
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Exercise B. List all of your main points from Chapter Sixteen, section B. 
Then, from your list, extract the Section's theme. When you've done that, com- 
pare it with our section theme that follows. 


Section B: 1.16.5-9 

Section Theme: 

Any subject is transcendental if related to Lord Krsna. Although by 
only hearing such subject matters One can transcend death, the 
foolish simply squander their time hearing about and acting for 
sense gratification. 


We are now going to work on the chapter's third section. 


Exercise C. Find the main points of the verses and purports of this section. 
Compare your answers with our Suggested main points. As in exercise A, 
make any needed changes in your answers before beginning exercise D. 


Verse: 1.16.10 

Main Point: 

A ksatriya king jubilantly executes his duty of protecting the citizens 
by rooting out the symptoms of Kali-yuga. 


Verses: 1.16.11-15 

Main Point: 

The devotee experiences Krsna's presence when he hears of the 
glories of the Lord and His devotees, which are inseparable. 


Verse: 1.16.16 

Main Point: 

The complete surrender of the devotees to the Lord's will secures 
the Lord's mercy in any form the devotee desires. 


Exercise D. Make a list of your main points and then extract the section 
theme. When you've finished, compare it with our section theme that follows 


Section C: 1.16.10-16 

Section Theme: 

By hearing of the Lord's reciprocation with His devotees, one feels 
the Lord's presence and can even attain salvation. 


A Final Note 


This Srimad-Bhágavatam Study guide is an attempt to assist the Vaisnavas 
in associating with both the book and person Bhágavata. The sections we've 
employed to help analyze the chapters are not the only possible divisions, nor 
do the hint on section themes give the only possible perspectives. We are not 
presenting this as the study guide, but we offer it as one Study method that fo- 
cuses the devotee's attention on the $ástra and obliges him to meditate on its 
message. 

If you, in your study, discover a starkly different section theme than we imply 
through our hint on section theme, please contact us care of the publisher. In 
addition, let us know any other recommendations for improvements and we'll 
take them into account when organizing our second edition, which will include 
further study materials for Cantos Three through Six. 
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Srimad-Bhagavatam 
Canto One Study Materials 


Canto One, Chapter One 


Questions by the Sages 
1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-3 

Srila Vyásadeva offers his obeisances to Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead, and immediately glorifies the Srimad-Bhágavatam as 
completely pure, free from materially motivated activities, and especially nec- 
tarean, having emamated from the lips of Sri Sukadeva Gosvami. 

Hint on Section Theme: The glories and goal of the Srimad-Bhagavatam 


Section B: Verses 4-8 

The narration of the Bhagavatam begins in the holy place of Naimisaranya, 
where great sages first glorify Srila Süta Gosvami, the speaker of the Bhaga- 
vatam, and then begin inquiring from him. 

Hint on Section Theme: The qualities of a representative of Vyásadeva 


Section C: Verses 9-13 
The sages begin posing their questions. 
Hint on Section Theme: Understanding the Absolute Truth in Kali-yuga 


Section D: Verses 14-20 

They glorify hearing about the Lord and request SUta Gosvami to speak to 
them about the Lord and His incarnations. 

Hint on Section Theme: Hearing Krsna's glories 


Section E: Verses 21-23 

After Süta Gosvami describes that the Age of Kali has just begun, the sages 
ask a final question: “Now that Sri Krsna, the Absolute Truth, the master of all 
mystic powers, has departed for His abode, please tell us by whom religious 
principles are presently protected.” 

Hint on Section Theme: Adopting the process of self-realization 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Section Day 
A 1&2 
B 3 
C 4 
DE 5 
essay writing 6&7 


essay reading 8 
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d 3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay that reveals 
the development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one 
or two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 
1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this 


chapter could be practically applied in your devotional service. 
2. Choose any pan of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, and 3. Then answer either 4 or 5. Finaly answer 
two Out of questions 6, 7, and 8. 

1. List the qualities of a true representative of Srila Vyásadeva. List the qua- 
lities of a bona fide student of the Bhágavatam. 

2. In your own words describe the uniqueness of the Srimad-Bhagavatam 

3. List the six questions the sages of Naimisáranya asked Sita Gosvami. 

4. Define God. Why is Krsna considered the Supreme Personality of God- 
head? 

5. In your own words define the terms “relative truth" and “Absolute Truth." 
Give examples to support your definitions. Then explain why the term “Ab- 
solute Truth" is most suitable for describing Krsna. 

6. In your own words explain the following statement from the purport of 
Srimad-Bhágavatam 1.1.1: "The whole material creation is moving under 
the principle of sex lile... [whose] reality exists in the Spiritual world... the im- 
personalist philosophers have given indirect impetus to the abominable 
mundane sex life because they have overstressed the impersonality of the 
Absolute Truth. Consequently, man without information about the actual 
Spiritual form of sex has accepted perverted material sex life as the all in all." 
7. List, according to your realization, the three most important elements of 
self-realization mentioned in this chapter. Briefly explain the reasons for your 
choices. 

8. Summarize the characteristics of Kali-yuga mentioned in this chapter. 
Then name one characteristic of Kali that has personally affected you. 
Describe your experience and its result on your consciousness. 
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Canto One, Chapter Two 
Divinity and Divine Service 


1. Story-line and Hints * 


Section A: Verses 1-4 

Before replying, Sita Gosvami first offers his obeisances to his guru, Srila 
Sukadeva Gosvami, and then begins answering the sages' questions. 

Hint on Section Theme: Getting free from fhe material world 


Section B: Verses 5-10 

Süta Gosvàmi begins describing the relevance of the sages' inquiries, for 
they are about Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He then stresses 
the importance of the process of self-realization, and its goal — devotional serv- 
ice to Krsna. . 

Hint on Section Theme: The perfection of religion 


Section C: Verses 11-15 

Süta Gosvami further explains that since Krsna is the Absolute Truth, one 
must satisfy Him by devotional service. 

Hint on Section Theme: Obtaining Krsna 


Section D: Verses 16-22 

Süta Gosvami describes the gradual progression of consciousness as one 
overcomes the effects of the modes of nature and attains pure devotional serv- 
ice through the proper hearing of Srimad-Bhagavatam and serving pure de- 
votees. 

Hint on Section Theme: The process and results of devotional service 


Section E: Verses 23-29 

Süta Gosvàmi explains Lord Krsna's position as beyond the modes of nature 
and therefore instructs that those serious about liberation worship only Him, for 
the Lord is the supreme goal of life. 

Hint on Section Theme: Worshiping only Lord Visnu through devotional 

service 


Section F: Verses 30-34 

The chapter ends with Süta Gosvàmi 's description of how the Lord, although 
transcendental to the material world, first creates the material world and then 
maintains His creation. 

Hint on Section Theme: The Supersoul 
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2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1&2 
C 3 
D 4 
EF 5&6 
essay writing 7&8 


essay reading 9 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay that reveals 
the development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
Could be practically applied in your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, and 3. Then answer one from each of the following 
groups: 4/5, 6/7, and 8/9. 

1.,All activities other than those which awaken our love of Krsna are con- 
sidered a useless waste of time. Explain this statement in your own words. Give 
examples of two other categories of activities and explain their uselessness. 

2, How do we gain an affinity for hearing about Krsna? Describe the develop- 
ment of our consciousness as we continue hearing about Krsna. 

3. As concisely as you can, describe the complete process of transcending the 
modes of material nature. 

4. What is the position and the mission of the Supersoul? How can we learn to 
perceive the Supersoul? 

5. Compare the book Bhágavat and the person Bhágavat and describe how 
serving them brings advancement in Krsna consciousness. 

6. Put forth a strong argument opposing this statement from the purport of 
Srimad-Bhágavatam 1.2.6 and then defeat your own argument: "Material exist- 
ence is temporary, illusory and full of miseries. There is no happiness at all. 
There is just the futile attempt to get rid of the miseries, and temporary cessa- 
tion of misery is falsely called happiness." 

7. The mode of goodness is a prerequisite for self-realization. Give scriptural 
statements and argue either for or against this statement. 
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8. Note down your favorite quote from the verses and purports of this chapter 
in glorification of the hearing process. Explain the reasons for your-choice. 

9. How would you respond to a young guest who made the following state- 
ment: "Every religion I've studied says that their way is the highest, the 
easiest, and the best. | just read in your Srimad-Bhágavatam about the three 
Stages of understanding the Absolute Truth. You're just the same as 
everyone else." 





Canto One, Chapter Three 
Krsna is the Source of All Incarnations 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-4 "D 
Süta Gosvami describes the three roles of the purusa-avataras in the crea- 
tion of both the total cosmos and the individual universes. 


Hint on Section Theme: The Lord's incarnations 


Section B: Verses 5-27 

Süta Gosvami briefly describes twenty-two incarnations of God that appear 
within this universe, but explains that the Lord actually has unlimited incarna- 
tions. 

Hint on Section Theme: Garbhodakasayi Visnu and the specific purpose of 

each incarnation's descent 


Section C: Verse 28 : 
Although innumerable incarnations exist, Krsna is Their fountainhead and is 


the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Hint on Section Theme: Sri Krsna's position 


Section D: Verses 29-39 

The material forms (gross and subtle) of both the Lord (virátrüpa) and the 
living beings are actually imaginary. Therefore, learned men describe the glo- 
ties and pastimes of the Lord's incarnations so that the conditioned souls can 
be freed from ignorance and achieve ecstatic love for the Supreme Lord. 


Hint on Section Theme: Success in hearing of the incarnations 


Section E: Verses 40-44 

Süta Gosvami glorifies the $rimad-Bhágavatam as the incarnation of Lord 
Krsna meent for delivering the conditioned souls of Kali-yuga. He aiso de- 
scribes how the Bhágavatam was transferred from Srila Vyàsadeva to 
Sukadeva Gosvami to himself. 

Hint on Section Theme: The Srimad-Bhagavatam 
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2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1 


&7 


2 
3 
4 
E . 5 
essay writing 6 
essay reading 8 


3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay that reveals 
the development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied in your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer three of the first four questions. Then answer two out of 5, 6, and 7. 
1. Use both $ástra and logic to defeat the following challenge: "Prove that 
Krsna, not Visnu, Siva, the jiva, or any other form, is Supreme." 

2. Begin with Karanodakasayi Visnu and describe how incarnations enter into 
a universe. Then describe in one sentence the Lord's purpose for the creation. 
3. Explain the following statement by expanding it into a paragraph: "The jiva 
souls should properly hear of the many incarnations of Krsna from the 
Srimad-Bhágavatam. " 

4. In your own words explain why the neophyte spiritualist needs the viráj- 
rüpa. Then explain the devotee's view of this form. 

5. Analyze the truth or falsity behind this statement from a popular but imper- 
sonal version of the Ramayana: “Sri Rāmā's acting as a ksatriya when He ap- 
peared in this world proves that the gunas, the modes of material nature, are 
So strong that even when God comes to this world, He is forced to act under 
their control." 

6. Explain the following quote from verse 33 in your own words. Then give its 
practical application 

"When the living entity desires to be an enjoyer of material energy (illusory 
phenomena), the Lord covers the living being in the mystery of forgetfulness, 
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and thus the living being misinterprets the gross body and subtle mind to be 
his own self. And by culture of transcendental knowledge, when the living 
being prays to the Lord for deliverance from the clutches ot forgetfulness, the 
Lord, by His causeless mercy, removes the living being's illusory curtain, and 
thus he realizes his own self. He then engages himself in the service of the 
Lord in his eternal constitutional position, becoming liberated from the condi- 
tioned life. All this is executed by the Lord either through His external potency 
or directly by the internal potency.” 

7. Note down your favorite glorification of the Srimad-Bhágavatam from the 
verses and purports within this chapter. Explain the reasons for your choice. 
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Canto One, Chapter Four and Five 
The Appearance of $ri Nàrada, and 
Narada's Instructions on Srimad-Bhagavatam 
for Vyasadeva 
1. Story-line and Hints 


Chapter Four 


Section A: Verses 1-13 
Saunaka Rsi inquires from Sita Gosvami about the history of Sukadeva 


Gosvámi 's speaking the Bhágavatam to Maharaja Pariksit. 


Hint on Section Theme: The Srimad-Bhagavatam 


Section B: Verses 14-25 
Süta Gosvami begins retelling how Srila Vyasadeva compiled and edited the 


Vedic literatures for the benefit of the unfortunate souls of Kali-yuga. 


Hint on Section Theme: Srila Vyásadeva's adjustment for Kali-yuga 


Section C: Verses 26-33 
Even after his great work is complete, Srila Vyasadeva still feels dissatisfied 


Just as he is contemplating the cause of his despondency, his spiritual master, 
Narada Muni, appears. 


Hint on Section Theme: Satisfying the self 


Chapter Five 


Section D: Verse 1-4 
Narada Muni, fully understanding the situation, inquires from Vyásadeva 


about the root cause of his unhappiness, and hints about the solution. 


Hint on Section Theme: Attaining true satisfaction 


Section E: Verses 5-7 
Srila Vyasadeva requests his spiritual master, Narada Muni, to reveal to him 


the cause of his despondency. 


Hint on Section Theme: Removing despondency 


Section F: Verses 8-16 

Narada reveals to Vyasa the importance of directly describing the glorious 
pastimes of Krsna and also tells him the dangers that could arise due to 
Vyása's previous writings, which only indirectly hint at the glories of the Lord. 


Hint on Section Theme: Comparing the Srimad-Bhágavatam to the Vedas 
and other literatures 
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Section G: Verses 17-19 : ` 

Narada Muni tells Vyåsadeva about the secure Position of a devotee serving 
Krsna. i 

Hint on Section Theme: Devotional service 


Section H: Verses 20-22 = 

After describing the Lord as both impersonal and personal, Narada Muni asks 
Vyásadeva to vividly and directly describe the pastimes of Krsna 

Hint on Section Theme: Regaining the Lord's service 


Section I: Verses 23-31 

Nárada Muni explains to Vyásadeva how he, through the association of great 
Bhaktivedantas, became fixed in the confidential devotional service of the Lord. 
Hint on Section Theme: Serving a bona fide spiritual master 


Section J: Verses 32-36 
Narada Muni glorifies working in Krsna's service while remembering His glo- 


ries. 
Hint on Section Theme: Removing miseries through pure devotional service 


Section K: Verses 37-40 

After glorifying transcendental sound, Narada Muni requests Vyasadeva to 
directly glorify the Lord's activities for the benefit of suffering humanity. 

Hint on Section Theme: Transcendental sound vibration 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Section Day 
A 1 
BC 2 
DEF 3&4 
GH 5&6 
| 7 
JK 8 
essay writing 9810 
essay reading 11 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay which reveals 
the development of the chapter theme of both chapters. Then state the com- 
bined chapter themes in a few concise sentences. 
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B. (Answer 1 and 2) 
1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of these 
chapters could be practically applied in your devotional service. 


2. Choose any part of these chapters which has evoked your special apprecia. 


tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. * 


C. Answer questions 1 through 4. Then answer two of Questions 5, 6 ang 7, 
Finally answer two out of 8, 9, and 10. 
1. From the characteristics described in these chapters, list the qualifications of 


Bhagavatam, and define your understanding of the components which lead to 
à successful hearing. 

3. Describe the basic training and the results of such training given to a dis- 
ciple by a spiritual master. Then explain how these principles are active in your 
devotional life. 





E 


4. Concisely describe the relationship between performing pure devotional Ser 4 


vice and the following: material work and material attachment, 

5. Explain why Maharaja Pariksit's life was extraordinary. Then analyze, ac- 
cording to your understanding, why his activities are mentioned in this section 
of the Bhágavatam. 

6. Analyze the cause of Srila Vyásadeva's dissatisfaction even after he had 
compiled the Vedas and the Mahabharata. 

7. Contrast the mentalities of a Krsna conscious person and a fruitively 
minded person in their attempts to attain satisfaction and remove their despon- 
dencies. 


Lord's pastimes.” 

9. Describe your realizations on the following statement: "One cannot be 
cheerful unless one is factually seated in Self-realization, which is transcenden- 
tal to the material body and mind." (Bhág. 1.5.2 purport) 

10. Describe your realizations on the following statement: "The Lord has ex- 
panded Himself as living beings in order to accept loving service from them, 
and this alone can Satisfy both the Lord and the living beings." (Bhág. 1.5.8 
Purport) 
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Canto One, Chapter Six i 
Conversation Between Nārada and Vyāsadeva 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-4 f, E 

$rila Vyásadeva inquires from Nàrada Muni about how he passed his life 
after the departure of the sages. . 

Hint on Section Theme: Advancing in Krsna consciousness 


Section B: Verses 5-15 . 

Nárada Muni describes that after his mother was bitten by a poisonous 
snake and died, he began traveling. Once, as he sat beneath a banyan tree, 
he began meditating on the Lord in the heart. 

Hint on Section Theme: The process of spiritual advancement 


Section C: Verses 16-20 i ] 

As Narada Muni meditated, the Supersoul first appeared to him and then 
quickly departed, Narada Muni was griefstricken. i ] 

Hint on Section Theme: The development and experience of ecstatic love 

of God 


Section D: Verses 21-25 ] ; " 
The Lord spoke to Nàrada, and His words dispelled Nàrada's grief. 
M Hint on Section Theme: Training in Krsna consciousness 


Section E: Verses 26-30 
After recounting his meeting with the Supersoul, Nárada tells Vyása how he 
spent the remainder of his life. Narada then describes his next birth as the 
great sage Nàrada. . 
Hint on Section Theme: A sincere devotee's life 


Section F: Verses 31-33 m R : 

Vyasadeva hears of the transcendental activities that Narada Muni now con- 
tinuously performs. . N 

Hint on Section Theme: Practicing bhakti by following the authorities - 


Section G: Verses 34-38 ` . 

Narada finishes his instructions to Vyásadeva, and Sita Gosvami narrates 
the departure of Narada, Sita Gosvami then describes Nàrada's glories. 

Hint on Section Theme: Devotional service 
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2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
ABCD 1 
EFG 2 

essay writing . 3&4 


essay reading 5 
3. Essays 


Aonnect your section themes so that they form a short essay which reveals 
the development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied in your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this Chapter which evoked your special appreciation and 
explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer 5 out of 6 questions. 

1: As illustrated by Narada Muni's life, describe the stages a devotee passes 
through as he develops love of God. 

2. Summarize the practices of bhakti-yoga, as described in this Chapter, that 
develop love of God. 

3. Describe the role of initiation in developing love of God. What changes 
should one expect after one is initiated? Describe two elements of becoming 
trained in Krsna consciousness. e f 

4. Write one statement which captures the essence of your understanding 
from this chapter for three out of four of the following: preaching, the relation- 
ship between the Lord and His Pure devotee, the contrast between a material 
and a spiritual body, and freedom. 

5. “All the mysteries of transcendental realization are duly experienced by 
Narada Muni himself, and therefore by hearing from such an authority one can 
have some idea of the results of devotional life..." Explain your understanding 
of the reasoning behind this statement. 

6. “Sri Narada Muni is the prime authority for transcendental devotional service 
of the Lord. All great authorities in the devotional service of the Lord follow in 
the footsteps of Narada Muni..." (Bhag. 1.6.31 Purport) After having heard the 
life of Narada Muni, describe the five qualities you would expect to find in the 
mentality and activities of an exalted Vaisnava who is traveling and preaching 
in this day and age. 
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Canto One, Chapter Seven 
The Son of Drona Punished 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-4 

Saunaka Rsi inquires from Sita Gosvàmi about Vyása's activities after 
Nárada's departure. Süta Gosvami first describes Vyàsa's meditation and how 
through his meditation Vyasa perfectly understood the Lord, the living entity, 


and the Lord's material energy. 
Hint on Section Therme: The varná$rama system and devotional service 


Section B: Verses 5-8 

To save the conditioned souls from misery, Vyásadeva compiled the Srimad- 
Bhágavatam and taught it to his son Sukadeva Gosvàmi. 

Hint on Section Theme: The Srimad-Bhagavatam 


Section C: Verses 9-14 
Sri Saunaka asks Süta Gosvámi why Sukadeva Gosvami, who was already 


on the path of self-realization, took the trouble to study the Bhágavatam. After 
Süta Gosvámi replies that even liberated souls are attracted to the Srimad- 
Bhágavatam, he begins answering Saunaka Rsi's earlier questions about Sri 
Krsna, Maharaja Pariksit, and the Pandavas. He begins by explaining that AŚ- 
vatthámá, the son of Arjuna's martial teacher Dronácárya, killed the five sleep- 
ing Pándava princes after the Battle of Kuruksetra. 

Hint on Section Theme: Preaching the message of the Bhágavatam 


Sections D and E: Verses 15-20 and 21-34 

A$vatthámá flees after his heinous crime, and Arjuna sets out to capture him. 
A$vatthámá tries to escape by using his brahmástra weapon on Arjuna. When 
Arjuna sees the glaring brahmástra threatening him, he prays to Sri Krsna, 
who is driving his chariot, and then follows Krsna's instructions about counter- 
acting the fearful weapon. 

Hint on Section Theme: The descent of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 


Godhead 


Sections F and G: Verses 35-41 and 42-58 

Arjuna neutralizes the brahmástra and then captures and binds Aśvatthāmā. 
Krsna then tells Arjuna that A$vatthámà should be killed. Arjuna brings Asvat- 
thámá back to the Pandava camp. There, Draupadi and the other Pandavas 
are appalled to see A$vatthámá, the son of their teacher, bound with ropes 
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They demand his release. Bhima, alone amongst the Pandavas, demands 
that Asvatthama be killed for his horrendous misdeed. Krsna hints at the so- 
lution, and Arjuna, understanding Krsna's desire, both "kills" and "not kills" 
A$vatthàmáà by cutting off the jewel from Agvatthamais head. Then, after re- 
leasing A$vatthàmà, Arjuna and the Pandavas perform the funeral rituals for 
their relatives who have been slain in the Battle of Kuruksetra 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna and His devotees 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
ABC 1&2 
DE 3 
FG 4 

essay writing 5&6 


essay reading 7 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then State the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained trom any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied in your devotional service. 

2 Choose any part of this chapter that evoked your special appreciation and 
explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1 through 3. Then answer ei it 

B e GU CO T RIS ee er either 4 or 5. Finally choose 
1. Explain in your own words each of the arguments against måyåvådi 
philosophy given in the purport of Bhag. 1.7.5. 

2. Compare and contrast the different illusory mentalities conditioned souls 
can get caught within. Explain how Properly hearing the Srimad-Bhágavatam 
will affect each illusion. 

3. Describe the purpose of Lord Krsna's descent as well as His qualifications 
which allow Him to fulfill His purpose. Finally describe how He fulfills His pur- 
pose. 

4. How would you respond to a sincere devotee who comments: “I know our 
Krsna conscious books are supreme, but | guess I'm just not advanced 
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enough to appreciate them. Quite honestly, | get more pleasure and inspira- 
tion from the thoughtfully written Western classics.” 

5. Compose three concise statements which describe the importance of hear- 
ing krsna-katha. 

6. Compare Vedic society's treatment of a qualified bráhmana to its treatment 
of a non-bráhmana born within a bráhmana family. 

7. Compare Krsna's treatment of one born in a bráhmana family though lack- 
ing brahminical qualifications to His treatment of His devotee. 

8. Explain your understanding of the relationship of varná$rama-dharma to the 
realization of the Absolute Truth. 


-40- 


mm 


T 
! d uw i 


HH 


E 
ea 
eas 
| 
es 
es 
eas 
es 
es 
=a 
=a 
a 
a 
=a 
| 
| 
53 


Canto One, Chapter Eight 
Prayers by Queen Kunti and Pariksit saved 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Sections A and B: Verses 1-7 and 8-16 

Just after Lord Krsna and the Pandavas perform the funeral rituals for their 
relatives killed in the Battle of Kuruksetra, Krsna prepares to leave for Ovaraka 
Suddenly Uttara approaches Krsna in great fear. ASvatthama has hurled a 
brahmástra to kill the unborn child within her womb. Krsna, as the Supersoul, 
covers the embryo from within and saves Uttara. 

Hint on Section Theme: Protection by Krsna 


Section C: Verses 17-22 

After Krsna saves Uttara and her embryo, Srimati Kuntidevi approaches 
Krsna along with her sons and offers obeisances. After glorifying the Lord, 
Kuntidevi describes His descent and greatness, and wonders how she can 
possibly understand His unfathomable position. 

Hint on Section Theme: Sri Krsna 


Section D: Verses 23-27 

Kuntidevi retells how the Lord protected her and her family during their ca- 
lamitous years of exile. She then explains that only one who has no material 
shelter can easily approach Krsna. 

Hint on Section Theme: A devotee's taking shelter of Krsna 


Section E: Verses 28-36 

Kuntidevi explains the mysterious nature of Krsna's birth and activities, as 
well as the reason for His advent. . 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna's descent and pastimes 


Section F: Verses 37-40 

Kuntidevi begs Krsna to remain in Hastinapura, as the welfare and opulence 
of the Pandava kingdom depend upon His presence. 

Hint on Section Theme: Dependence on Krsna 


Section G: Verses 41-42 

Kuntidevi expresses her desire to sever her affection for all but Krsna. Offer- 
ing her obeisances to the Lord, she declares her complete dependence upon 
Him. 

Hint on Section Theme: Focusing one's affection on Krsna 
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Section H: Verses 43-52 

After Kuntidevi ends her prayers, Krsna again attempts to leave Hastinapura. 
Maharaja Yudhisthira, overwhelmed by the death of his kinsman, approaches 
Krsna in a dejected mood and is filled with lamentation. 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna and His devotees 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
C 
D 3 
E 4 
FG 5 
H 6 
essay writing 7 
essay reading 9 


3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1 and 2. Then answer two of 3, 4, and 5. Finally choose 
three of 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 to answer. 
1. "To become dependent on the mercy of Krsna is the most fortunate situa- 
tion." Explain and substantiate this statement. Contrast depending on Krsna 
with depending on a material situation. . 
2. Read the three attitudes listed below. In your opinion, tell which most closely 
describes the attitude that Kuntidevi expresses in her prayers. Give the 
reasons for your choice. 
(a) Devotees should desire to be placed in difficult situations so they can in- 
crease their dependence on the Lord. 


-42- 





(b) Devotees should rather be in a difficult situation and have the Lord with 
them than be in a materially comfortable situation and be bereft of the Lord's 
association. 
(c) Devotees should welcome the coming of difficulties if those difficulties will 
bring them closer to Krsna's lotus feet. 
3. Define each of the following goals of civilization according to the view of both 
Vedic culture and contemporary culture: material opulence, prosperity, and 
protection. Then contrast both cultures' attempts to achieve these goals. 
4. Explain your understanding of varná$rama's relationship to Vedic culture. 
5. Explain in one sentence the philosophical basis of Vedic culture. In one sen- 
tence contrast this to contemporary culture by explaining its philosophical 
basis. Then compare both cultures' view on the following points: goal of life, 
protection, and education. 
6. Choose two of the following three statements and describe your under- 
standing of them: 
(a) One should cut off one's affection for his family members. 
(b) No sin can touch a devotee who is engaged in the Lord's service. 
(c) All contradictions are resolved in Krsna's personality. 
7. Explain your understanding of the process by which one becomes "the 
property of the Lord." 
8. Krsna can be known only by one who has attained sincerity of purpose. 
How can we attain this? 
9. Explain the connection between obedience to the laws of the Lord and 
depending on Krsna. 
10. How would you respond to a devotee who tells you the following: "I'm a 
householder, and | obviously have to protect and care for my family. Does sole- 
ly depending on Krsna mean that He'll pay my bills?" 
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Canto One, Chapter Nine 
The Passing Away of Bhismadeva 
in the Presence of Lord Krsna 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-10 

Mahárája Yudhisthira, Krsna, and the Pandavas go to the battlefield where 
Bhismadeva is lying on a bed of arrows. Many great rsis also arrive, and Bhis- 
madeva properly receives them all, especially Lord Krsna, for Bhismadeva is 
aware of His glorious position. 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna and His devotees 


Section B: Verses 11-17 

Seeing the Pandavas, Bhismadeva enumerates the sufferings the Pandavas 
tolerated prior to the battle. Bhismadeva then explains that such things could 
only have happened due to the actions of eternal time and Krsna's inconceiva- 
ble plan. 

Hint on Section Theme: The devotees' and the Lord's plan 


Section C: Verses 18-22 
Bhismadeva describes the glories and actual position of Krsna. 
j Hint on Section Theme: Krsna's dealings with devotees and nondevotees 
Section D: Verses 23-25 Š 
Bhismadeva appreciates that Krsna has personally come to be present 
before him at the time of his death. 
Hint on Section Theme: The devotee's destination 


Section E: Verses 26-33 

Bhismadeva first answers Maharaja Yudhisthira's questions regarding the du- 
ties of a religious monarch and then notices that the auspicious time for his de- 
Parture has arrived. He thus withdraws his consciousness from this world and 
focuses it on Krsna. 

Hint on Section Theme: Death for a devotee 


Section F: Verses 34-38 

Bhismadeva especially fixes his mind on remembering Sri Krsna on the 
battlefield as the chariot driver of Arjuna. 

Hint on Section Theme: The reciprocation between the Lord and His devotee 


-44- 


MET 
oa wt 


1] 


1222211 


11 


Section G: Verses 39-42 

Bhismadeva further glorifies Krsna's wonderful reciprocations with His other 
devotees. 

Hint on Section Theme: Perfection at death 


Section H: Verses 43-49 

Bhismadeva breathes his last. After the great sages and the Pandavas de- 
Part, Maharaja Yudhisthira begins ruling the kingdom according to the instruc- 
tions he has received from Bhismadeva. 

Hint on Section Theme: The passing away of a great devotee 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1 
BC 2 
DE 384 
F 5 
GH 6&7 


essay writing 889 
essay reading 10 


3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
Concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer five out of the following seven questions. 

1. Describe in detail the mentality a devotee should cultivate when confronted 
with tribulations in this world. Then apply this mentality to Maharaja 
Yudhisthira's despondency. 

2. Enumerate the teachings the Lord demonstrated through the pastime of 
Bhismadeva's departure from this material world. 

3. Read the following quote from the purport to Srimad-Bhágavatam 1.9.27. 
List which practices are and which practices aren't automatically accomplished 
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when one seriously follows the path of devotional service. Explain the reason- 
ing behind each of your answers. 

*... one has to conquer the principles of lust, anger, unlawful desires, avarice 
and bewilderment. To get freedom from anger, one must learn how to forgive. 
To get free from unlawful desires one should not make plans. By spiritual cul- 
ture one is able to conquer sleep. By tolerance only can one conquer desires 
and avarice. Disturbance from various diseases can be avoided by regulated 
diets. By self-control cne can be free from false hopes, and money can be 
saved. by avoiding undesirable association. By practice of yoga one controls 
hunger, and worldliness can be avoided by culturing the knowledge of imper- 
manence. Dizziness can be conquered by rising up, and false argument can 
be conquered by factual ascertainment. Talkativeness can be avoided by 
gravity and silence, and by prowess one can avoid fearfulness. Perfect 
knowledge can be cbtained by self-cultivation. One must be free from lust, 
avarice, anger, dreaming, etc., to actually attain the path of salvation." 

4. Describe the practices and philosophy involved in a great devotee's depar- 
ture from this world 

5. Analyze the difference in reciprocation between the Lord and His devotee 
and the Lord and the conditioned living entities in two of the following areas: 
tribulations, guidance, and destination after death. Write one paragraph for 
each you choose 

6. In concise sentences list the progression of points in the purport to verse 34. 
7. Define what it means to be a great devotee of the Lord, and explain how one 
becomes a great devotee. Then describe the relationship between Krsna's de- 
scent and His use of His devotees. 
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Canto One, Chapter Ten 
Departure of Lord Krsna for Dvaraka 


1. Story-line and Hints - 


Sections A and B: Verses 1-6 and 7-20 

Saunaka Rsi questions Sita Gosvàmi about Maharaja Yudhisthira's rule of 
the kingdom after the Kuruksetra battle, and Sita Gosvami answers by de- 
scribing the wonderful world situation created by Maharaja Yudhisthira's 
reign. Sukadeva Gosvami then narrates Krsna's departure from Hastinapura 
to Dvárakà and describes the expressions of affection by the residents of 
Hastinapura, especially the ladies of Hastinapura, who offer their prayers as 
the Lord leaves. 

Hint on Section Theme: The relationship between Krsna and His devotees 


Section C: Verses 21-25 

The ladies appreciate their fortune in seeing the Lord and creator of the uni- 
verse, Krsna, who is usually only seen by great, pure devotees and who mer- 
cifully descends to the material world in different ages. 

Hint on Section Theme: The purifying process 


Section D: Verses 26-30 

The ladies describe the glories of the land in which Krsna descends, as well 
Ed the great fortune of the wives of $ri Krsna, who so intimately relate with 

im. 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna's association 


Section E: Verses 31-36 

The Lord accepts the Prayers of the ladies and leaves Hastinapura for 
Ovaraka. 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna's pastimes 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1&2 
C 3 
DE 4 


essay writing 5&6 
essay reading 7 
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3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
Could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you 


C. Answer four of the six questions below. 

1. Analyze and respond to the following statement: “It may be true that a 
government based on a king would be the best government, but it is also true 
that ‘Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.’ Considering the 
kind of people in this day and age who would probably be desiring to become 
the king, it is therefore far less dangerous to have the checks and balances in- 
herent in a ‘power by the people’ government, even having considered all the 
imperfections of that system.” 

2. Describe, from the beginning Stage to the highest point, the development of 
the soul's reawakening of his forgotten relationship with Krsna. 

3. Describe your understanding of the ultimate goal of the purifying process. 
Explain your reasoning. 

4. How would you advise someone who expresses the following sentiment to 
you: “Sure | like chanting and want to experience my relationship with Krsna, 
but | don't have much of a taste for the parts of the process that'seem just 
boring and dry." 

5. Choose five aspects of the reciprocation between a soul and Krsna, and 
contrast them with a soul's reciprocation with other conditioned souls. 

6. Describe the nature of a soul's being bound in the material world as well as 
the process of his attaining freedom. 
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Canto One, Chapter Eleven 
Lord Krsna's Entrance into Dvàrakà 
1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-5 

Krsna reaches Dvaraka and blows His conchshell, which heralds the citizens 
to gather before the Lord. 

Hint on Section Theme; The devotees’ relationship with Krsna 


Section B: Verses 6-10 . 
Various citizens offer prayers and the Lord accepts their offerings. 
Hint on Section Theme: Attaining Krsna's association 


Section C: Verses 11-22 

The beauty of Dvaraka, resplendent with natural opulences, is described 
Prior to entering Dvaraka's boundaries, the Lord accepts a reception and 
further reciprocates with the citizens of Dvárakà. 

Hint on Section Theme: Vedic culture 


Section D: Verses 23-29 

Krsna enters the city, greets more citizens, and exchanges affection with His 
mothers. 

Hint on Section Theme: Seeing Lord Krsna 


Section E: Verses 30-35 


Finally the Lord enters into each of His 16,108 palaces and sees each of His 
queens, 

Hint on Section Theme: The intimate service of the Lord 

Section F: Verses 36-39 

The transcendental character of the Lord and the spiritual nature of Krsna's 
relationships with His queens are described. 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna's exchanges with His queens 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
C 2 
DE 3&4 
P 5 


essay writing 6&7 
essay reading 8 
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3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer five of the six questions below. 

1. The Srimad-Bhágavatam usually describes Krsna conscious culture as 
agrarian based, but this chapter of the Bhágavatam describes a Krsna con- 
scious city, Dváraká. Choose five of what you consider the most striking 
characteristics of a Krsna conscious city and contrast these characteristics 
with those of the typical cities of today. 

2. Summarize the dealings between Krsna and His queens and explain why 
Krsna displays such intimate pastimes with them. 

3. How would you advise someone who expresses to you the following senti- 
ment: “I usually can accept that Krsna is God, but when | hear that He married 
16,108 queens, I can't help doubting that God would actually do something like 
that. Then | begin doubting everything." 

4. Analyze the importance of temple worship. 

5. Describe how the specific practices of the Vedic culture are supportive of 
one's Krsna consciousness. Give examples from this chapter. 

6. Purity is needed to understand the Lord's intimate relationships with His 
devotees. Why? Considering the importance of purity in understanding the 
Lord's dealings with His queens, why, in your opinion, are these intimate 
descriptions of the Lord's pastimes with His queens included within the First 
Canto? 
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Canto One, Chapter Twelve 
Birth of Emperor Pariksit 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Sections A and B: Verses 1-3 and 4-6 

The sages of Naimisáranya turn their questions back to topics about 
Maharaja Pariksit. Süta Gosvámi explains the glories of Maharaja Yudhisthira 
and the glories of Maharaja Yudhisthira's reign over the earth. 

Hint on Section Theme: Hearing 


Section C: Verses 7-11 
Süta Gosvami explains the vision of the Lord that Maharaja Pariksit saw while 
still in the womb. 


Hint on Section Theme: The qualities and position of the Lord 


Sections D and E: Verses 12-14 and 15-17 

Sukadeva Gosvami narrates the birth of Maharaja Pariksit and King Yudhis- 
thira's observance of Maharaja Pariksit's birth ceremony, which was attended 
by learned bráhmanas who described the Lord's protection of Maharaja 
Pariksit. 

Hint on Section Theme: The Lord's protection 


Sections F and G: Verses 18-26 and 27-29 

In answer to King Yudhisthira's inquiry about how Mahárája Pariksit will com- 
pare to his ancestors; the bráhmanas glorify the future qualities of Maharaja 
Pariksit. The bráhmanas describe his future and then, after being sufficiently re- 
munerated, return home. 


Hint on Section Theme: Removing fear and anxiety 


Section H: Verses 30-36 


Mahárája Pariksit grows, and his qualities develop under King Yudhisthira's ` 


guardianship. Maharaja Yudhisthira decides to perform a sacrifice to atone for 
his own sins. His brothers collect the needed money, and Yudhisthira performs 
the sacrifice in the presence of Lord Krsna. Following the sacrifice; Arjuna re- 
turns to Hastinapura with Krsna. 


Hint on Section Theme: Sahkirtan in Kali-yuga 
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2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
CDE 2&3 
FG 4&5 
H 6 

essay writing 7&8 


essay reading 9 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, and 3. Then choose three out of 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 to 
answer, 

1, Describe the connection between the kings and bráhmanas of a 
varná$rama culture and a soul's journey back to Godhead. 

2. From your notes on this chapter, list the qualities of a qualified ksatriya. 
From your analysis of that list, decide which quality is the most important for a 
ksatriya to have. Give the reasons behind your decision. 

3. Contrast the Lord's protection of His surrendered souls with His protection 
of the conditioned souls. 

4. Compare the life and service of ksatriyas and bráhmanas in Vedic society. 

5. Maharaja Yudhisthira had the bráhmanas present for the birth ceremony of 
Maharaja Pariksit offer an astrological analysis of the child's future. Describe 
your understanding of the use, if any, of astrology for ISKCON devotees. Ex- 
plain your reasoning. 

6. Describe samskáras and their purpose in Vedic culture and explain your un- 
derstanding of their application, if any, today. 

7. How would you advise someone who expresses to you the following senti- 
ment: “I can't understand how Jiva Gosvami 's statement from the purport to 
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.12.30 is true: “Every child, if given an impression of the 
Lord from his very childhood, certainly becomes a great devotee of the Lord 
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like Maharaja Pariksit.' | mean, so many children who grow up devotees don't 
remain devotees." 

8. Explain how this quote from the purport of Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.12.34 
could be practically applied by a ruler of the country in which you now live: 
“Let any man of any place or community, caste or creed be engaged in any 
sort of occupational duty, but he must agree to perform sacrifices as it is 
recommended in the scriptures for the Particular place, time, and person. In 
Vedic literatures it is recommended that in Kali-yuga people engage in glorify- 
ing the Lord by chanting the holy name of Krsna (kinanad eva krsnasya 
mukta-sangah param vrajet) without offense. By doing so one can be freed 
from all sins and thus can attain the highest perfection of life by returning 
home, back to Godhead... And to save them all, Lord Śri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu propounded the sankirtana movement or yajria for all practical 
Purposes, and the people of the present age are strongly recommended to 
follow this sure and recognized path.” 
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" Section H: Verses 51-60 

Canto One, Chapter Thirteen Before Nàrada departs, he explains that Dhrtarástra, after going to the 
ast uits Home E Ganges, will give up his body while performing mystic yoga. 

Dhrtaras Wa Q a Hint on Section Theme: Freedom from the modes 


1. Story-line and Hints | 2. Suggested Study Schedule 
Ea , 
n 
Section A: Verses 1-7 . Sections Day 
Vidura returns to Hastinápura after learning the science of the self from 4 A 1 
Maitreya Muni. ‘i "UH B 2 
Hint on Section Theme: The art of knowing Krsi 
E^ : : 
Section B: Verses 8-16 . . : E&F 5 
Mahárája Yudhisthira questions Vidura about his travels. Vidura, after reply- . E—- G &H 6 
ing, stays in Hastinàpura for some time. essay writing 7&8 
Hint on Section Theme: A sádhu ea essay reading 9 
Section C: Verses 17-28 A : aw 3, Essaye 
While in Hastinapura, Vidura preaches to Ohrtarastra, his elder brother, to 
give up his material attachments. Vidura pushes Dhrtarástra to leave home E= A. Connect your section themes so kepio a Wher iy eters 


immediately and pursue self-realization. 


5 development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
Hint on Section Theme: The message of a sádhu E—3 


two concise Sentences. 


Section D: Verses 29-37 : " | B. (Answer 1 and 2) 
+ Dhrtarástra finally leaves with his chaste wife (Gándhári ) and Vidura. ‘when 1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
‘their absence is detected by King Yudhisthira, he inquires from Sanjaya, E— ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 
Dhriarástra's servant, about Dhrtarástra's whereabouts. 2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
Hint on Section Theme: Renunciation tion and explain why it has Special meaning for you. 


Section E: Verses 38-40 er f 
Narada Muni appears, and King Yudhisthira questions the sage. 
Hint on Section Theme: Further qualities of a sådhu 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, 3, and 4. Then choose one of 5, 6, and 7 to answer. 
1. Compile a list of the qualities and characteristics of a sadhu from this chap- 
ter. Then describe how to greet such a sádhu and what to expect from him. 
Finally, describe your understanding of the role of a sadhu within society, 
Section F: Verses 41-47 ER" = " 2. Explain the connection between renunciation and protection from the ac- 
Narada instructs Yudhisthira about the true situation of the living entity in tions of time. 


es 
this world. : [z=] 3. Analyze renunciation for the following elements: success of renunciation 
Hint on Section Theme: Removing distress and the maintenance of renunciation. 
—q 4. Compare and contrast the view of a Materialist and that of a sádhu regard- 
ing the following three Points: work, happiness, and miseries. 
3 5. Explain your understanding of the Purpose and activities of one in the 
vanaprastha order of life, 
E—- 
es 


Section G: Verses 48-50. 

Narada Muni instructs King Yudhisthira to take shelter of the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead, Krsna, who has descended upon the earth. 

Hint on Section Theme: Where and where not to fix one’s consciousness 
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6. How would you advise a person who said to you the following: "Yes, | admit 
I'm attached to my lamily, and ! also admit they feel completely dependent 
upon me. It rnay not be the best thing, but what cari | do? Without my help, my 
wife wouldn't have a penny, and my children wouldn't even have a place to 
live. Are you suggesting that | just leave them to care for themselves?" 

7. After hearing the words of a sádhu, one should become determined to 
depend on Krsna. After considering your daily life, describe, in practical terms, 
how you could increase your dependence on the Lord. 
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Canto One, Chapters Fourteen and Fifteen 
The Disappearance of Lord Krsna, and 
The Pàndavas Retire Timely 


1. Story-line and Hints 
Chapter Fourteen 


Section A: Verses 1-9 

Arjuna's return to Hastinapura is past due, and Maharaja Yudhisthira, alter 
noticing inauspicious signs, reveals to Bhimasena his fears that Lord Krsna, 
upon whom the Pandavas completely depend, has departed from this earth 

Hint on Section Theme: The Lord's presence and the Lord's absence 


Section B: Verses 10-21 

King Yudhisthira tells Bhimasena the omens he has seen and concludes 
that Krsna's footprints will no longer grace this earth. 

Hint on Section Theme: Removing miseries 


Section C: Verses 22-44 

Arjuna suddenly. returns from Dvaraka, and King Yudhisthira, in anxiety, 
questions him about the welfare of the Yadus. Maharaja Yudhisthira's ques- 
tions turn to Arjuna's dejected countenance, and King Yudhisthira concludes 
that the only possible cause could be that Lord Krsna has disappeared. 

Hint on Section Theme: Liberated and conditioned souls 


Chapter Fifteen 


Section D: Verses 1-6 

Arjuna, griefstricken and overwhelmed, remembers Krsna and begins ex- 
plaining that Krsna, his dear friend, is now lost to him. 

Hint on Section Theme: Krsna's devotees and power 


Section E: Verses 7-17 

Arjuna retells incident after incident in which Krsna empowered and pro- 
tected him and the other Pandavas. 

Hint on Section Theme: A lesson learned from each pastime 


Section F: Verses 18-21 

Arjuna speaks about the intimacy of his relationship with Krsna and how, in 
the absence of Krsna, he has lost his powers and has been defeated by 
some insignificant cowherd men. 

Hint on Section Theme: The Lord and His devotee 
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Section G: Verses 22-26 

Arjuna relates to Maharaja Yudhisthira the news of the destruction of the 
Yadu dynasty. 

Hint on Section Theme: Acting and not acting for Krsna's pleasure  , 


Section H: Verses 27-31 

Feeling great grief. Arjuna remembers Krsna's instructions and becomes 
situated in transcendence, beyond the modes of material nature. 

Hint on Section Theme: Regaining the Lord's association 


Section I: Verses 32-35 

After hearing from Arjuna, King Yudhisthira and Srimati Kuntidevi decide to 
go back to Godhead. Suta Gosvami then philosophically explains the disap- 
pearance of both the Yadus and the Supreme Lord. 

Hint on Section Theme: Understanding Krsna's presence 


Section J: Verses 36-44 

Understanding that Kali has entered, Maharaja Yudhisthira enthrones 
Maharaja Pariksit as emperor, frees himself from the material conception of 
life, and leaves home to devote himself completely to thinking of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. : 

Hint on Section Theme: Duty at life's end 


Sectlon K: Verses 45-51 
^ After describing how the Pandavas followed Yudhisthira and describing the 
* death of Vidura, the chapter ends with a benediction. 

Hint on Section Theme: Training in life for success at death 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
Cc 2 
DE 3&4 
FGH 5&6 
IJ 7&8 
K 9 


essay writing 
essay reading 12 
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3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so that they form a short essay that reveals 
the development of the chapter theme of both chapters. Then state your chap- 
ter themes in a few concise sentences 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of these 
chapters could be practically applied in your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of these chapters which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, 3, and 4. Then choose two out of 5, 6, and 7 to 
answer. 

1. Compare the symptoms and results of a devotee's separation from the Lord 
in ecstasy and a nondevotee's separation from the Lord in illusion. 

2. Enumerate the base cause, the symptoms, and the remedy for the age of 
Kali. ý 

3. Arjuna was a “typical” friend of Krsna. Contrast the reciprocations between 
Krsna and His friend Arjuna and the typical friendships of the material world. 
Mention the outstanding exchanges between Krsna and Arjuna described in 
this chapter. 

4. Philosophically describe and give examples to illustrate how Krsna’s “disap- 
pearance” from this planet isn't really a disappearance at all. Also include infor- 
mation on the different ways one can associate with Krsna. 

5. Describe the need to prepare for death. In your description include the 
various times in one's life one can begin preparing for death as well as the dif- 
ferent aspects of this preparation. 

6. A fifty-year-old man who has been a serious devotee for fifteen years and 
who works as a highly paid executive in a big corporation decides to leave his 
work and family and take sannyása. Explain the details, if any, that would 
make you favorable to such a decision. Explain, as well, the details, if any, that 
would make you unfavorable. 

7. How would you respond to someone who said to you the following: "Yes, | 
know that | can associate with Krsna by hearing and chanting about Him, but 
my problem is thet | have so many other big desires that my desire to as- 
sociate with Krsna seems pretty small." 
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Canto One, Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen 
How Pariksit Recieved the Age of Kali, and 
Punishment and Reward of Kali 
1. Story-line and Hints 
Chapter Sixteen 


Section A: Verses 1-4 

Süta Gosvami explains that once, as Mahárája Pariksit was reigning under 
the guidance of the bráhmanas, he punished the master of Kali-yuga, who 
was causing pain to a cow and a bull. 

Hint on Section Theme: The king's duty 


Section B: Verses 5-9. .~ 

Saunaka Rsi inquires about the punishment of Kali and explains the glories 
of hearing about topics relating to Krsna. 

Hint on Section Theme: Suitable subject matters for hearing 


Section C: Verses 10-16 

Süta'Gosvàmi relates that after Maharaja Pariksit perceives the influence of 
the age of Kali within his kingdom, he initiates a tour. While touring, Maharaja 
Pariksit hears the glories of his great relatives, the Pandavas. 

Hint on Section Theme: The result of hearing the glories of the Lord and His 
, devotees 


Section D: Verses 17-24 

Dharma, wandering in the form of a bull, questions the earth, in the form of a 
Cow, about the cause of the earth's miserable condition. 

Hint on Section Theme: Kali-yuga 


Section E: Verses 25-36 

The earth replies that her misery is caused by her separation from Krsna's 
presence and by an increase of Kali's influence due to Krsna's absence. 
Maharaja Pariksit then arrives. 

Hint on Section Theme: Removing Kali-yuga's ills 


Chapter Seventeen 


Section F: Verses 1-6 

Maharaja Pariksit challenges and threatens the low-class man, dressed as a 
king, who is beating the cow and the bull. 

Hint on Section Theme: Why Kali continues 
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Section G: Verses 7-16 
Mahárája Pariksit then questions and consoles the cow and the bull. 
Hint on Section Theme: The characteristics of a truly noble ksatriya 


Section H: Verses 17-23 

The bull answers Maharaja's inquiries about the cause of his difficulties. After 
hearing the bull's reply, Maharaja Pariksit recognizes the bull as the personal- 
ity of religion and begins to reply to him. 

Hint on Section Theme: The devotee's view of difficulties 


Section I: Verses 24-37 

After Maharaja Pariksit completes his reply, and as he is preparing to kill Kali, 
Kali surrenders. Maharaja Pariksit Spares Kali's life but banishes him. Kali then 
requests a place where he can fearlessly live. 

Hint on Section Theme: Removing Kali's influence 


Section J: Verses 38-45 

Maharaja Pariksit gives Kali permission to dwell in five places — where gam- 
bling, drinking, prostitution, and animal slaughter take place, and where gold is 
hoarded — all places with which bráhmanas and sannyásis should never come 
in contact. Maharaja Pariksit drives Kali from his kingdom, re-establishes re- 
ligion and begins his reign. 

Hint on Section Theme: Reinstituting the kingdom of God in Kali-yuga 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
Cc 2 
D 3 
EFG 4&5 
HIJ 6&7 
essay writing 8&9 


essay reading 10 
3. Essays 
A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 


development of the chapter theme of both chapters. Then state the chapter 
themes in a few concise sentences 


-61- 
E 








B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of these chap- 
ters could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of these chapters which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, 3, and 4. Then choose three out of Questions 5, 6, 7, 
and 8 to answer. Finally, answer either 9 or 10. 
1. Describe the importance of protecting the cow and the bull for maintaining a 
peaceful and prosperous society. 
2. Devise a practical five-point program to remove Kali's influence without the 
presence of a noble ksatriya monarch. 
3. Outline the teachings of Dharma in regard to the cause of miseries. Explain 
the practical application of this philosophy for a devotee. 
4. Explain the connection between brahminical culture and keeping out the in- 
fluence of Kali . 
5. List five practical points which would characterize a good ksatriya's program 
to remove the influence of Kali in this day and age. 
6. Contrast a good king with today's administrators of the world in the following 
areas: protection, religiosity, and violence. 
7. Define a successful society and explain the relationship of each of the four 
principles of religion — austerity, cleanliness, truthfulness, and mercy —in the or- 
ganization of such a society. 
8. Enumerate five essential characteristics of a good ksatriya. 
, 9. How would you respond to the following statement: "History has already 
: Shown the dangers of monarchy. It may sound fine theoretically, but when a fal- 
lible human accumulates so much power, a dangerous and violent situation 
could easily arise." 
“10. How would you respond to a person who expressed the following doubt: 
"Cow protection may be a great idea, but is it economically practical? The bulls 
and cows get old, don't produce, yet still have to be maintained. It'll never 
work!" 
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7 Canto One, Chapter Eighteen 
Maharaja Pariksit Cursed by a Bráhmana Boy 
1. Story-line and Hints" 


Section A: Verses 1-4 


Süta Gosvàmi begins by describing Mahárája Pariksit's life which contains 


wonderful dealings with Krsna. 


Hint on Section Theme: Becoming a pure devotee 


* Section B: Verses 5-9 


Süta Gosvàmi tells how the King dealt with the appearance of Kali within his 


kingdom. 
Hint on Section Theme: Drivin 


Section C: Verses 10-17 


g Out Kali's influence 


The sages glorify Sita Gosvámi and the importance of hearing about Krsna 


from great devotees. They then 


request him to describe the pastimes of the 


Lord, especially the topics upon which Mahárája Pariksit fixed his mind and 


thus attained Krsna's lotus feet. 


Hint on Section Theme: Hearing Srimad-Bhágavatam 


Section D: Verses 18-23 
Süta Gosvàmi explains purifica 
explaining Krsna's exalted Qualiti 


tion through hearing about Krsna and begins 
ies. 


Hint on Section Theme: Becoming empowered to describe Krsna 


` Section E: Verses 24-31 


Süta Gosvàmi begins narrating how Maharaj it i 
; A ja Pariksit insulted the sage 
Samika Rsi by placing a dead snake around the meditating sage's neck A 
Hint on Section Theme: A devotee's difficulties f 


Section F: Verses 32-37 
After Samika Rsi is insulted, his 
seven Gays. 


Hint on Section Theme: The fall of the bráhmanas in Kali-yuga 


Section G: Verses 38-46 
Samika Rsi laments when he he 
Hint on Section Theme: The 
monarch 


33 


son, Srngi, curses Maharaja Pariksit to die in 


ars what his son has done. 
Cause and effect of the lack of a qualified 
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i Section H: Verses 47-50 
—— $amika Rsi prays to the Supreme Lord to forgive his son's foolishness. 
Hint on Section Theme: Advancing through difficult situations 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
C 2 
D 3 
EF 4 
GH 5 
essay writing 6 
essay reading 8 


3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. d 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1, 2, and 3. Then choose two out of 4, 5, and 6 to 
answer. 

1. From the information in this chapter, write a concise one or two sentence 
Statement about hearing, in relation to each of the following items: results of 
hearing, favorable circumstances for hearing, and hearing Srimad-Bhà- 
gavatam. Then delineate the benefits of hearing in Kali-yuga for both an in- 
dividual and a society. 

2. Outline a practical five-point program for becoming qualified to preach. 

3. Describe why devotees see all conditions of frustration as blessings and 
why Krsna sometimes creates difficulty for His devotees. 

4. Contrast the roles of the king and the bráhmana in society and explain the 
nature of their relationship. Discuss why this relationship is essential for the 
maintenance of a spiritual culture within society. 

5. Describe the mentality which crept into the bráhmanas in Kali-yuga and led 
to their downfall. Then describe how the downfall of the bráhmana community 
brought about the downfall of the Vedic culture. 
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6. Describe the dangers which could arise through misuse of the liberality of 
the following quote from the purport of Srimad Bhágavatam 1.18.7. Then 
Gescribe how a devotee can protect himself from this dangerous mentality: 
“The age of Kali is called the fallen age. In this fallen age, because the living 
beings are in an awkward position, the Supreme Lord has given some special 
facilities to them. So by the will of the Lord, a living being does not become a 
victim of a sinful act until the act is actually performed. In other ages, simply 
by thinking of performing a sinful act, one used to become a victim of the act 
On the contrary, a living being in this age, is awarded with the results of pious 
acts simply by thinking of them.” 
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Canto One, Chapter Nineteen N 
The Appearance of Sukadeva Gosvami 
1. Story-line and Hints 


tions A and B: Verses 1-3 and 4-7 
TOER Pariksit laments that he insulted the sage. When Maharaja 
Pariksit hears that he has been cursed for his offense, he begins preparing 
for his death. Fasting he sits down at the bank of the Ganges and gives him- 
self up to the lotus feet of the Lord. 
Hint on Section Theme: Preparation for death 


Section C: Verses 8-19 : m i 

After hearing of the great king's plight, many rsis arrive. Maharaja Pariksit 
welcomes them and tells them of his decision to fast until death. 

Hint on Section Theme: A devotee's association with sages 


Section D: Verses 20-24 " . 

The sages glorify the king's decision, and Maharaja Pariksit responds by 
inquiring from the sages about the duty of one who is about to die. 

Hint on Section Theme: Desires of devotees 


Section E: Verses 25-40 

After Mahárája Pariksit has made his inquiry, the exalted sage Sukadeva 
, Gosvami approaches the assembly. Maharaja Pariksit offers him respect, 
: glorifies him, and then inquires about the duty of one about to die. 

Hint on Section Theme: Associating with a saint 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1 
Cc 2 
D 3 
E 4 
essay writing 5&6 


essay reading 7 


3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 


two concise sentences. 
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B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1 and 2. Then choose one question to answer from 
group 3/4 and one from group 5/6. Finally, answer question 7. 

1. Describe which five items you feel are most important for a devotee's 
preparation for death. Explain your reasoning 

2. Analyze the relationship between the association of saints and preparation 
for death. 

3. How would you preach to a devotee who is about to die but ic extremely 
upset. 

4. How would you respond to the following question by a sincere, elderly man 
whom it seems is soon to die: “I've wasted so much of my life foolishly think- 
ing that | would live forever, but now | want to live and learn more about 
Krsna. Will merciful Krsna grant me this one desire?” 

5. Describe the connection between a varnásrama society and death 

6. Contrast the mentality of a pure devotee who understands he is about to 
die with the mentality of a materialist. 

7. Choose two of the following four quotes and express your realizations 
about them. 

“The pious King regretted his accidental improper treatment of the powerful 
bráhmana, who was faultless. Such repentance is natural for a good man like 
the King, and such repentance delivers a devotee from all kinds of Sins ac- 
cidentally committed. The devotees are naturally faultless. Accidental sins 
committed by a devotee are Sincerely regretted, and by the grace of the Lord 
all sins unwillingly committed by a devotee are burnt in the fire- of repentance." 
(Bhág. 1.19.1) 

"The system of bowing the head to the ground to show respect to superiors 
is an excellent etiquette which obliges the honored guest deep into the heart. 
Even the first-grade offender is excused Simply by this process.... Generally at 
the last stage of one's life this humble method is adopted by every sensible 
man in order to be excused before departure." (Bhág. 1.19.11) 

“Prahlada Mahárája, while praying to Lord Nrsirhha, said, 'O my Lord, | am 
very much afraid of the materialistic way of life, and | am not the least afraid of 
Your present ghastly ferocious feature as Nrsirnhadeva. This materialistic way 
of life is something like a grinding stone, and we are being crushed by it. We 
have fallen into this horrible whirlpool of the tossing waves of life, and thus, my 
Lord, | pray at Your lotus feet to call me back to Your eternal abode as one of 
Your servitors. This is the summit liberation of this materialistic way of life. | 
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2: have very bitter experience of the materialistic way of life. In whichever species 

of life | have taken birth, compelled by the force o! my own activities, | have 
very painfully experienced two things, namely separation from my beloved and 
meeting with what is not wanted. And to counteract them, the remedies which I 
undertook were more dangerous than the disease itself. So | drift from one 
point to another, birth after birth, and | pray to You therefore to give me a shel- 
ter at Your lotus feet." (Bhág. 1.19.20) 

*When a great devotee of the Lord passes away, there is nothing to be la- 
mented because the devotee is destined to enter into the kingdom of God. But 
the sorry plight is that such devotees leave our sight, and therefore there is 
every reason to be sorry. As the Lord is rarely seen by our present eyes, so 
also are the great devotees. The great rsis, therefore, correctly decided to re- 
main on the spot till tne last moment." (Bhág. 1.19.21) 
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Srimad-Bhagavatam 
Canto Two Study Materials 








Canto Two, Chapter One 
First Step in God Realization 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-6 

Sukadeva Gosvàmi welcomes Maharaja Pariksit's inquiry. After describing 
the foolishness of a materialist's life, Sóükadeva Gosvami points out one's ac- 
tual duty. 

Hint on Section Theme: The duty of human life 


Section B: Verses 7-9 
Sukadeva Gosvami explains that the Lord's pastimes are relished even by 


liberated souls and verifies this claim by his own example. : 
Hint on Section Theme: The transcendental nature of the Lord's activities 


Section C: Verses 10-11 

Sukadeva Gosvàmi recommends to Maharaja Pariksit the process of hear- 
ing Srimad Bhágavatam and chanting the Lord's holy name. : 

Hint on Section Theme: Process of properly hearing Srimad Bhágavatam 

and chanting the holy name 


“Section D: Verses 12-13 : 
“$ukadeva Gosvami encourages Maharaja Pariksit that he can perfect his 
life, telling him the story of Maharaja Khatvanga. : 

Hint on Section Theme: Using one's life responsibly 


Section E: Verses 14-19 

Sukadeva Gosvami recommends leaving home, chanting the pranava man- 
tra, and cultivating pantheism to bring the neophyte to the platform of 
devotional service. 

Hint on Section Theme: Purpose, process, and goal of detachment, 
chanting the pranava mantra, and pantheism 


Section F: Verses 20-39 

In answer to Maharaja Pariksit's inquiry regarding how and where to fix the 
mind so that it can become purified, Sukadeva Gosvami describes meditation 
on the universal form. 

Hint on Section Theme: The universal form 
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2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1 
CD 2&3 . 
E 4 
F 5&6 
essay writing 7&8 


essay reading 9 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer questions 1 through 3. Then answer either Question 4 or 5. 

1. List four of the symptoms of a grhamedhi outlined by Sukadeva Gosvami 
in the beginning of this chapter. According to these criteria would we con- 
sider Hiranya Majumadara, the father of Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, a 
grhamedhi ? Explain. (See Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila, chapter 3, verses 
165-214, and Antya-Iilà, chapter 6, verses 154-200.) 

2. Compare the criteria used for understanding Srimad-Bhágavatam with 
those used for understanding a text on material science. 

3. Although Sukadeva Gosvami clearly recommends that Maharaja Pariksit 
hear Srimad-Bhagavatam, he also describes taking sannyása and chanting 
the pranava mantra. Analyze the relationship between these and the duty of 
one about to die. 

4. Srila Prabhupáda states: "The virárüpa manifestation of the Lord is 
simultaneously a challenge to the atheist and a favor to the asura." How 
would you respond to someone who concluded that this section of the 
Bhagavatam has no relevance for the devotees? 

5. How can meditation on the universal form advance one in spiritual life? List 
as many ways as you can. Explain how the same purification is achieved by 
the process of sádhana-bhakti. 
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Canto Two, Chapter Two 
The Lord in the Heart 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-7 

Sukadeva Gosvami describes the futility of fruitive endeavor. He thus recom- 
mends that the necessities of life be kept at a bare minimum so that one can 
be fixed in devotional service. 

Hint on Section Theme: Proper and improper use of human life 


Section B: Verses 8-14 

The Lord in the heart is described. Maharaja Pariksit is advised to gradually, 
as he becomes purified, increase his meditation upon Him. 

Hint'on Section Theme: Progressing in meditation. 


Section C: Verses 15-31 

Sukadeva Gosvami describes how the devotee can engage in the yogic 
process to leave his body, purify himself of material desires, and enter into the 
kingdom of God by a gradual ascent through the higher planets. 

Hints on Section Theme: Spiritual perfection and progress toward it 


Section D: Verses 32-37 

Sukadeva Gosvami explains that Lord Krsna is the Supersoul, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and that devotional service to Him is the perfection of 
,feligion; therefore, one should hear about the Lord and glorify Him constantly. 

Hint on Section Theme: Direct devotional service. 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1&2 
B 3 
C 4&5 
D 6 
essay writing 7&8 


essay reading 9 
3. Essays 
A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 


development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
Concise sentences. 
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B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional Service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you 


C. Choose to answer two out of questions 1, 2, and 3; one out of questions 4 
and 5; and, finally, either question 6 or 7. 

1. Explain the following statement by expanding it into a paragraph: “One may 
note that while Maharaja Pariksit was ruling as a great king, Sukadeva 
Gosvami never met him." 

2. Explain why Sukadeva Gosvami recommends simple and austere living. 

3. Contrast the application within ISKCON of the “simple living, high thinking” 
principle with that of Srila Ripa Gosvàmi 's principle of yukta-vairágya. 

4. Choose four of the following. Analyze how each you choose is perfected 
within bhakti-yoga: detachment, knowledge, science, aslanga-yoga, libera- 
tion, meditation. 

5. Discuss how detachment is a preliminary qualification for perfection in each 
of the following: meditation, astánga-yoga, and direct devotional service. 

6. Discuss your realization of why Srila Prabhupáda gave sannyása to so 
many young men although he stated, "One who has sex desire still with him 
should not try to accept the renounced order." Also discuss your under- 
standing of why one of the first books Srila Prabhupada published for mass 
distribution was a summary Study of the Tenth Canto although he stated, "The 
conclusion is that those who are still entrapped by sex indulgence should 
never progress above the feet of the Lord. Therefore recital of Srimad- 
Bhagavatam should be restricted to the First and Second Cantos of this great 
literature." 

7. Summarize Srila Prabhupada's arguments as to how we can perceive the 
Supreme Lord by reason and perception. 
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Canto Two, Chapter Three 
Pure Devotional Service: The Change in Heart 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-12 

Sukadeva Gosvámi explains that by properly worshiping appropriate 
demigods one can fulfill various material desires, but he urges all persons to 
worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His devotees because one 
can thus attain the highest benediction of unflinching attraction for the Su- 
preme Lord Hari. 

Hint on Section Theme: The position of bhakti-yoga 


Section B: Verses 13-16 

Saunaka Rsi implores Sita Gosvami to continue narrating the dialogue 
about the Supreme Lord between Sukadeva Gosvami and Maharaja Pariksit 

Hint on Section Theme: Qualities and activities of advanced devotees 


Section C: Verses 17-25 
Saunaka Rsi condemns all activities other than devotional service. 
Hint on Section Theme: Proper and condemned use of one's life 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
AB 1&2 
C 3&4 

essay writing 586 


essay reading 7 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


SMa 


C. Answer all four questions: 

1. Explain the mentality of one who worships the demigods. Then explain why 
a thoughtful man worships Krsna and not the demigods. 2 

2. In the purport of verse 10, Srila Prabhupada states: "As the unmixed sun 
ray is very forceful and is therefore called tivra, similarly unmixed bhakti-yoga 
of hearing, chanting etc., may be performed by one and all regardless of inner 
motives." Explain this statement in your own words and support it with ex- 
amples from the Bhágavatam. 

3. List the elements of vaidhi-bhakti given in this chapter. Choose one that you 
need to adopt, increase, or improve to perfect your spiritual life. Explain your 
reasons. 

4. Give your realization on the following statement from the purport to verse 
24: "We should note with profit that in the first three chapters of the Second 
Canto a gradual process of development of devotional service is being 
presented." 
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Canto Two, Chapter Four 
The Process of Creation 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-5 

Süta Gosvami describes how Maharaja Pariksit fixed his mind upon Lord 
Krsna without distraction after hearing the speech of Sukadeva Gosvàmi. 

Hint on Section Theme: Concentrating fully upon Lord Krsna 


Section B: Verses 6-10 
Mahárája Pariksit inquires about the process of creation. 
Hint on Section Theme: Understanding the process of creation 


Section C: Verses 11-25 

Sukadeva Gosvami glorifies Lord Krsna and prays for the ability to answer 
Maharaja Pariksit's inquiry. Then he begins to describe a conversation be- 
tween Narada Muni and Lord Brahma. 

Hint on section theme: The Lord's glories 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


4 Sections Day 
A 1 
B 2 
c 3&4 
essay writing 5&6 


essay reading r 





3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 
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C. Answer two questions out of the first three. Then answer question four. 

1. The concept of yukta-vairágya is described in $rila Prabhupáda's purport 
of verse 2: “Maharaja Yudhisthira and householders like him can turn every- 
thing to light by dovetailing so-called material assets in the service of the 
Lord, but one who is not trained or is unable to turn everything to the service 
of the Lord (nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe) must give up all connections 
before he can be fit to hear and chant the glories of the Lord, or in other 
words, one who has seriously heard Srimad-Bhagavatam for even one day. 
like Mahárája Pariksit, from a fit personality like Sukadeva Gosvami, may be 
able to lose all affinity for material things." Restate this in your own words. 

2. After becoming enlightened by the speeches of $ukadéva Gosvami, 
Maharaja Pariksit asks about the process of creation. Explain the relevance 
of his question at this point. 

3. Contrast Sukadeva Gosvami 's prayer found in verse 18 with the following 
statement by Srila Prabhupada: “To become a pure devotee of Lord Krsna, 
two things are very much essential, namely, to have a chance to be born in 
the family of a devotee and having the blessings of a bona fide spiritual 
master.” 

4. Choose three of Sukadeva Gosvàmi 's prayers and show how they em- 
phasize that the Supreme Lord can only be known by devotional service. 
Where possible, refer to the meanings of specific Sanskrit words. 
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Canto Two, Chapter Five 
The Cause of All Causes 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-13 

Narada Muni questions Lord Brahma about the phenomenal world, its crea- 
tion, and Brahmá's own position. When Narada realizes that Brahma attained 
his creative energy through the performance of austerities, he asks Brahma if 
someone exists who is more powerful than Brahma and from whom Brahma 
received his powers. Brahma thus explains how the living entity becomes be- 
wildered about the identity of the Supreme Creator. 

Hint on Section Theme: Defining and determining the ultimate cause 


Section B: Verses 14-17 
Lord Brahma explains that Lord Narayana is the Supreme Lord. 
Hint on Section Theme: Lord Narayana is the Supreme Lord 


Section C: Verses 18-31 

Lord Brahma explains how the material world manifests in perpetual reac- 
tions from Mahá-Visnu 

Hint on Section Theine: The process of creation 


Section D: Verses 32-45 
Lord Brahma explains how the Lord manifests again as Garbhodakasayi 
Visnu to animate the creation and to assume the universal form, on which the 
fourteen planetary systems are situated. 
Hint on Section Theme: The relationship of the universe to the Supreme 
Lord 
2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1&2 
B 3 
C 4&5 
D 6 


essay writing 7&8 
essay reading 9 
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A. Connect your section themes so they ‘orm a shor. cmeaicg Te 
Jevolopinent of tha chapter thomo. Thon state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer either questions 1 or 2. Then answer two out of 3, 4, or 5. Finally 
answer three out of 6, 7, 8, and 9. 


^ 1. Contrast the role of the Supreme Lord, the brahmajyoti, and Lord Brahma in 


the process of creation. 
2. In two or three'sentences for each one, describe the role in the process of 
creation for each of the following: 

(8) Lord Krsna. 

(b) Mahá-Visnu. 

(c) Garbhodakasayi Visnu. 

(d) Lord Brahma. 
3. In the purport to verse 17, Srila Prabhupáda writes: "... no one can create 
anything without the sanction of the Lord since everyone sees according to 
his ability. This ability is also awarded by the Lord according to one's willing- 
ness to render service unto the Lord,... and thus the Lord will empower the 
doer in proportion to his surrender unto the lotus feet of the Lord." How would 
you respond to someone who showed you this purport and then inquired why 
so many Nobel Laureate scientists were atheists? 
4. Discuss how Brahma exhibits the attitude of a Vaisnava. 
5. Compare the principles behind the expansion of the material world from 
Maha-Visnu to the principles of so-called advancement of material civilization. 
6. Discuss jnana, dravya and kriyá-$akti in terms of the following: 

(a) The three modes of material nature 

(b) Adhibhüta, adhyátma, and adhidaiva manifestations 

(c) Liberation and bondage 

(d) Materialistic civilization 
7. Explain the following statement: “Although the universal form as imagined 
by the great philosophers is one of the features of the Lord, it is more or less 
imaginary." 
8. Describe how the virát-rüpa and the social divisions of varnáárama show 
the relation between the creation and the Supreme Lord. 
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E care of the material nature (bhrámayan sarva-bhütàni yantrárüdhàni 
máya à); therefore, they are allowed to do things on their own account and 
suffer the consequences themselves. Devotees like Brahma and Arjuna do not 
do anything on their own account, but as fully surrendered souls they always 
await indications from the Lord; therefore they attempt to do something which 
appears very wonderful to ordinary vision." 
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Canto Two, Chapter Six 
Purusa-sükta Confirmed 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-17 

Lord Brahma explains how all manifested Opulences are situated within the 
Lord's universal form. 

Hint on Section Theme: Realizations gained by Studying the universal form 


Section B; Verses 18-22 

Lord Brahma hints at the transcendental nature of the Lord, His devotees, 
and His abode and explains that everything spiritual and material is controlled 
by Him. 

Hint on Section Theme: The qualities of the spiritual world 


Section C: Verses 23-32 

Lord Brahma answers Nàrada's question (Bhág. 2.5.2) about how the mate- 
rial world is sustained. 

Hint on Section Theme: Sacrifice 


Section D: Verses 33-46 

Lord Brahma explains that because the Lord's potency is inconceivable, even 
a powerful personality such as he cannot estimate the Lord's glories. He there- 
fore concludes that one should surrender to the Lord and hear the glories of 
His incarnations. He then describes some of the transcendental Qualities of the 
Lord and His incarnation Lord Visnu. 

Hint on Section Theme: Understanding the Supreme Lord 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1 
B 2 
C 3 
D 4&5 
essay writing 6&7 


essay reading 8 
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3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer all the following questions. , 
1. Describe how understanding the relationship between the opulences of the 
world and the universal form makes one Krsna conscious. 

2. Discuss the relationship between maintaining celibacy and experiencing the 
potency of the samvit, sandhini and hládini potencies of the Lord. 

3. Explain your understanding of why this chapter is called "Purusa-sükta Con- 
firmed.” In your answer discuss what connection, if any, the purusa-sükta has 
to the section themes you've written for this chapter. 

4. Contrast the qualification for understanding material science, Brahman, and 
the Supreme Lord. 

5. Explain your realizations about the following statement from Srila Prabhu- 
pada's purport to verse 34: "The Lord declares in Bhagavad-gitá (9.31) kaun- 
teya pratijanihi: 'O son of Kunti, please declare it The Lord asks Arjuna to 
deciare, and why? Because sometimes the declaration of Govinda Himself 
may seem contradictory to mundane creatures, but the mundaner will never 
find any contradiction in the words of the Lord's devotees. The devotees are 
especially protected by the Lord so that they may remain infallible.” 
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Canto Two, Chapter Seven 
Scheduled Incarnations with Specific Functions 


1. Story-line and Hints ` 


Section A: Verses 1-38 
The scheduled incarnations and their specific functions are explained. 
Hint on Section Theme: Reasons for the Lord's descent 


Section B: Verses 39-50 

Brahma explains to Narada Muni that only by surrendering to the Supreme 
Lord can one understand His unlimited potencies. 

Hint on Section Theme: The process of understanding the Lord 


Section C: Verses 51-54 

Brahma requests Narada Muni to describe for the enlightenment of human 
society the activities of the Lord in relation to His different energies. 

Hint on Section Theme: Scientifically preaching the message of Srimad- 

Bhagavatam 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1,2,83 
B 4&5 
C 6 

essay writing 7&8 


essay reading 9 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Thon state the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 
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. AnSwer all of ine fouowong questions. 
After having stuc.ed ine list of scheduled incarnations, what further realiza- 
tions do you have about why Srila Rópa Gosvàmi described Lord Caitanya as 
“the most munificent incarnation"? . ] 

2. Using examples of at least two incarnations for each essay, write on two of 
the following three topics: the love of the Lord for His devotee, the: value of 

iati i ic culture. 
renunciation, and the importance of Vedic cul ! 
3. List the criteria for being accepted as an incarnation and apply those criteria 
to consider whether Lord Caitanya is a bona fide incarnation of God. If neces- 
$a lysis. 
Sary, use information frorn other $ástra for your ana f 
4. Compara Lord Brahma's instructions on preaching to the conditioned souls 


* with the way Srila Prabhupáda preached. 
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Canto Two, Chapter Eight 
Questions by King Pariksit 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-6 
Mahárája Pariksit glorifies the hearing of Srimad-Bhágavatam. 
Hint on Section Theme: Hearing Srimad-Bhágavatam 


Section B: Verses 7-24 

Maharaja Pariksit asks many important questions about the science of God ` 
and His creation. 

Hint on Section Theme: Inquisitiveness 


Section C: Verses 25-29 

Maháràja Pariksit concludes his inquiry by a glorification of Sukadeva 
Gosvámi.'s Speaking. Süta Gosvàmi describes Sukadeva Gosvámi 's pleasure 
at hearing the questions of Mahárája Pariksit, which Sukadeva then Prepares 
to answer, 

Hint on Section Theme: Hearing in disciplic succession 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
A 1 
B 2 
C 3 
essay writing 4&5 


essay reading 6 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then State the chapter theme in one or 
two concise sentences. 


B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chap- 
ter could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special apprecia- 
tion and explain why it has special meaning for you. 
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wer three out of four 

* Give specific references from this chapter to analyze the following "ud 
ment: “I don't need to study Srimad-Bhágavatam. My spiritual master jus 
i ice, and | work hard all day.” ` 

2. Wie One oF WO paragraphs for a manual for temple preachers entitled 
“Hearing Srimad-Bhágavatam and strengthening the preaching spirit. " 
3. In verse 7 Srila Prabhupáda states: "Mahárája Pariksit, being a ypa 
devotee, is not only satisfied by confirming the importance of hearing * i. " 
Bhagavatam from the representative of Brahmaji by disciplic succession, g 
he is still more anxious to establish the philosophical basis of Srima A 
Bhágavatam." Define and contrast the phrase “contirming the mponance a 
hearing Srimad-Bhágavatam" and the phrase "establishing the phi losop! ical 
basis of Srimad-Bhágavatam." Also give examples of how Mahárája Pariksit 
did both. . : "m 
4. Srila Prabhupáda once said: “I only asked one question from my Spi itu; 

master. How can | serve you?" How can we understand Prabhupáda's state- 
ment in relation to Maharaja Pariksit's inquisitive attitude and the detailed 


questions he asks. 
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. Canto Two, Chapter Nine 
Answers by Citing the Lord's Version 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-3 

Sukadeva Gosvami answers Maharaja Pariksit's initial inquiry (see Bhag. 
2.8.7) as to how the pure soul began his material life. 

Hint on Section Theme: The pure soul and a material body 


Section B: Verses 4-8 
In answer to Maharaja Pariksi'S question concerning the nature of the 
Lord's form (see Bhág. 2.8.9), Sukadeva Gosvámi relates how in the begin- 


ning Lord Brahma, bewildered by his situation, followed the Lord's instruction - 


to perform devotional penance and was thus shown Vaikuntha. 
Hint on Section Theme: The example of Lord Brahmà 


Section C: Verses 9-17 : 

Sukadeva Gosvami describes Vaikuntha, its inhabitants, the goddess of 
fortune, and the Lord. 

Hint on Section Theme: The kingdom of God 


Section D: Verses 18-24 

The Personality of Godhead, pleased by Lord Brahma's penance, offers His 
benediction, while explaining that seeing Him and perceiving His abode are 
the ultimate benediction. The Lord then confirms that He Himself had pre- 
viously ordered Brahma to undergo penance and that penance is His heart 
and soul. 

Hint on Section Theme: Penance 


Section E: Verses 25-30 

Although admitting that the Lord already knows everyone's desire, Brahma 
Still requests the Lord to explain His relationship with His different energies. 

Hint on Section Theme: The pure devotee's vision 


Section F: Verses 31-32 

As a prelude to answering Brahma's Questions, the Lord tells Brahma that 
knowledge about Him is confidential and must be realized by devotional ser- 
vice. 

Hint on Section Theme: Attaining knowledge of the Lord 
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Section G: Verses 33-37 

The Lord explains four essential points about Himself in four verses. By un- 
derstanding this, one can remain free from pride. 

(33) The Supreme Lord alone exists before, during, and after the creation. 

(34) Whatever appears to exist without relation to Him is His illusory energy. 

(35) The Lord exists within and outside of everything. 

(36) One must always search for Him, the Personality of Godhead 

Hint on Theme of the First Sloka: The nature of the Absolute Truth 

Hint on Theme of the Second Sloka: The illusory energy 

Hint on Theme of the Third Sloka: Acintya bhedabheda-tattva 

Hint on Theme of the Fourth Sloka: The universal applicability of devotional 

service 


Section H: Verses 38-46 

Sukadeva Gosvami relates that after the Lord disappeared, Brahma 
proceeded with the creation. Later, when approached by Narada Muni, 
Brahma narrated Srimada-Bhágavatam to him. Narada later instructed the 
same to Srila Vyásadeva. i 

Hint on Section Theme: Qualifications for understanding and explaining Sri- 

mad-Bhágavatam 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 
, A 1 
* B 2 
C 3 
D 4 
E 5 
¿F 6 
G 7,8,9&10 
H 11 
essay writing 12 & 13 
essay reading 14 & 15 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 


development of the chapter theme. Then state the chapter theme in one or two 
concise sentences. 
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B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 
could be practically applied to your devotional service. 

2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Choose one out the first two questions to answer, two out of questions 3, 4, 
and 5, and five out of questions 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11. 
1. Explain how the example of the child crying for the moon in the purport of 
text one is analogous to the beginning of the pure soul's material life 
2. Describe how.understanding “I am an eternal servant of Krsna” corrects the 
misconception of each of the following: the communist, the philanthropist, the 
karmi, and the jniáni. 
3. Which aspects of Lord Brahmáà's life, character and activities should be 
emulated by a soul coming to Krsna consciousness and becoming a success- 
ful leader. 
4. Read the following statements. Choose the one that you think best 
describes the import of Lord Brahmá's tapasya. 
(a) A human being should take up austerities, because austerities please 
the Lord. 
(b) Human life is meant for tapasya, and therefore we should engage in 
devotional service. 
(c) Austerity is an important aspect of devotional service. 
5. From the information in the chapter, how would you preach to a devotee 
who was performing extraordinary preaching but was becoming proud. 
6. List the four questions asked by Lord Brahma of Lord Krsna and explain 
how each is answered by one of the catur-$loka. 
7. Analyze each $loka in terms of sambandha, abhideya, and prayojana jniána. 
8. In your own words list and refute each of the máyávádi interpretations of the 
first Soka. 
9. Explain how the example of the reflection on darkness is a good analogy to 
describe the Lord's illusory energy. 
10. Compare the 38th verse of the fifth chapter of Brahma-samhita 
(premánjana-cchurita bhakti-vilocanena) with the third $loka 
11. Why do you think Srila Prabhupada wrote one of his longest Bhágavatam 
purports to the fourth $loka? 
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Canto Two, Chapter Ten 
Bhagavatam Is the Answer to All Questions 


1. Story-line and Hints 


Section A: Verses 1-7 
Sukadeva Gosvami describes the ten divisions of Srimad-Bhagavatam. 


Hint on Section Theme: The divisions of Srimad-Bhágavatam 


Section B: Verses 8-32 
Sukadeva Gosvami analyzes the difference between the Supreme Lord (the 


åśraya) and other living entities. He then proves the supreme independence of 
the purusa-avataras by describing the gradual manifestation of the viráf- 


purusa. 
Hint on Section Theme: Dependence and independence 


Section C: Verses 33-50 

Sukadeva Gosvami explains that the Supreme Lord is beyond both the 
material manifestations and Brahman. Saunaka Rsi inquires about Mahatma 
Vidura and his discussions with Maitreya Muni, which Sita Gosvami had men- 
tioned earlier (see Bhag. 1.13.1 and 2). 

Hint on Section Theme: The Lord, the living entity, and the creation 


2. Suggested Study Schedule 


Sections Day 

A 1 

8 2 

C 3&4 
essay writing 5&6 


essay reading 7 
3. Essays 


A. Connect your section themes so they form a short essay revealing the 
development of the chapter theme. Then state thé chapter theme in one or two 
Concise sentences. 

B. (Answer 1 and 2) 

1. Briefly describe how a realization you've gained from any part of this chapter 


could be practically applied to your devotional service. 
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2. Choose any part of this chapter which has evoked your special appreciation 
and explain why it has special meaning for you. 


C. Answer question 1. Then choose two to answer from questions 2, 3, and 4. 
1. Give pastimes to illustrate six of the ten divisions of the Srimad-Bhágavatam. 
2. Explain how the ceser: of tre adhyátmic, adhibhautic, and adhidaivic 
persons helps us understand the tenth division of Srimad-Bhágavatam. 

3. Using the information you have gathered from reading this chapter, 
describe the relationship with tne material woria of tne Supreme Lord and the 
conditioned souls. How is the liberated soul's relationship to the material world 
similar to and different from each of the above. 

4. Explain why hearing verse 44 could have inspired Saunaka Rsi to ask Süta 
Gosvámi about Vidura. . 
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Appendix One 


Organizing a Srimad-Bhagavatam Study Class 


This study method within this guide does not need to be followed in a class. 
Some devotees may prefer to study alone, or if a few devotees simply want to 
study together they can read the verses and purports together, take notes to- 
gether, discuss the main points together, and so on. Others may like to study 
with a partner by correspondence. The method can flex any way necessary for 
any combination of devotees who want to study the Bhágavatam. For most 
devotees, however, the most fruitful format will be the study class. 

The following are some suggestions on running Srimad-Bhagavatam study 
classes: 


1, Leaders and Levels 

The class should run differently depending on who is attending. For example, 
if only one senior devotee is present, or one devotee is decidedly senior, he 
can lead the class each day. If two or more senior devotees are present, they 
may alternate leading the discussions (each leading for a section or a chap- 
ter). If you have many senior devotees who want to speak frequently, they may 
eclipse the younger devotees. So you may want to have several classes going 
on simultaneously, either divided into groups of younger devotees and older, 
or each senior devotee having his own group. 


2. Make it a “School”! 

Since a classroom atmosphere is usually related with serious study, try to 
make the class as close to “school” as possible. We recommend that students 
enroll for a fixed, renewable period of time, such as two or three months. Take 
attendance. If possible, arrange for desks. And, of course, school must start 
on time. 

Forty-five minutes can be enough for one class, but an hour is better. 

A class could have between five and fifteen students. Less than five might 
not be dynamic enough, whereas more than fifteen might mean that riot every- 
one can participate. 


3. The Study Schedule. 

At the beginning of each chapter, refer the devotees to the study schedule 
within the guide. 

Since one section may take more than one class, or one class may cover 
more than one section, the schedule will inform the class members of their 
study responsibilities. The schedule doesn't have to be followed rigidly — one 
section might arouse more interest than expected — but the schedule will help 
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pace the leader and keep the Study moving briskly enough so the devotees 
feel they are making progress. 

In this regard, it's always good to have reachable Study goals. Most of us 
need the sense of accomplishment that comes from achieving short-range 
goals. That's why, although the study schedule can be flexible, the leader 
should try to keep to some schedule. 

In our pilot study groups on the First Canto we found ourselves completing a 
chapter approximately every six to nine classes, and that included a class in 
which everyone read his essay. 

Best to have class every day. Everyone studies for one hour privately (pre- 
paring main points etc.) and meets for one hour in class. When the time 
comes for writing the end-of-chapter essays, formal classes can be canceled 
so students can spend two hours in private study and writing. 


4. Preparation 

As indicated above, each hour of class calls for about an hour of prepara- 
tion. (The leader, however, can vary this by varying the number of classes 
Spent on each section). 

Not only should everyone (especially the leader) read the section before 
each class, but everyone (especially the leader) should also do the writing as- 
Signments. After the initial shyness of reading one's writing in public has worn 
off, presenting completed essays before a class will help motivate students to 
answer the essay questions. It should be noted that $rila Prabhupáda strongly 
recommended that devotees write to activate their intelligence and to fix within 
their consciousness what they've heard. The class provides a perfect impetus 
for writing, for it comes with a built-in audience. 


5. Class Format 
We suggest two possible formats: 
Format A. 
(5 mins.) Kirtana 
(5 mins.) Where are we up to? 
~The leader recapitulates the philosophical development and the story- 
line to the end of the previous class. 
(50 mins.) Discussion of the current section. 
— Responsive reading of the Sanskrit for the present verse. 
— Reading of the translation. 
= Main point given by two or three devotees (not all, otherwise it drags 
on) and general agreement established. 
— Discussion of subsidiary points etc. 
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potes or three devotees can give their section themes, some e 
can take place, and the leader can relate the section theme to the story- ine. 

At the end of a chapter, two or three devotees can read their chapter 

themes, and some discussion can take place. Everyone can then read at least 

Se rae this format is that it allows a great deal of peneparen; ve 

the danger is that it can become too informal. The leader can avoid this by 


keeping to a study schedule. 


Format B 

(5 mins.) Kirtana. 

(5 mins.) Where are we up to? 

(As in format A.) : ; 

(20 mins.) The leader reviews the material studied. ; 

— The leader gives a brief verse-by-verse commentary and points out 
the philosophical development. (As he reads the Sanskrit, the class 

hant it responsively. 

Zia then MNEs p same verses in more depth. (Devotees can 
note down any questions they might have.) 

(30 mins.) General discussion. 

— Discussion of the subsidiary points, etc. : 

At the end of a section, the leader can give his section theme, some discus- 
Sion can take place, and he can then relate the section theme to the story-line. 
+ At the end of each chapter the leader can give his chapter theme, some dis- 
‘cussion can take place, and then everyone can read at least one of his es- 
Tt advantage of this format is that it is more formal, but the danger is that 
the devotees might not have enough chance to participate. This can be 
avoided if the leader's twenty-minute presentation is kept strictly to twenty 


minutes. 
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Appendix Two 


Improving Your Private Study 


The first thing to do, if you want to improve your study, is to accept that you 
may have to revise your present manner of studying. You have to be open and 
willing to practice new study procedures. 

Although another person can inspire you to study, ultimately no one else can 
study for you. You yourself must experience the importance of studying Srila 
Prabhupáda's books and become determined to Study. In the beginning, when 
the intelligence is lazy, when bad habits are Strong, and when taste has not yet 
awakened, determined conviction is especially important. 

Associating with fellow students, taking an active part in class discussions, 
Using what one is learning, and sharing one's own fresh realizations with 
devotees and nondevotees — all these increase enthusiasm and determination 
to study. 

To help properly channel this devotional energy, we offer in this appendix 
Some practical suggestions to help you improve your study. 


1. Basic Suggestions 

1. Inspiration is personal. What awakens interest in you may not arouse inter- 
est in another. Find some way to approach Srila Prabhupáda's books that 
Stimulates you. Study chapters, stories, lopics — whatever inspires you to get 
Started. Ultimately, however, you should undertake a systematic study of the 
books. 

2. Set definite short-term achievable goals. Don't try to become a scholar all 
at once. Set some preliminary goals you can.achieve Quickly, like, for example, 
carefully reading and taking notes on the verses and purports of Bhagavad-gita 
Chapter Seven this week, 

Plan your study goals and follow your plan. Plans are useless unless fol- 
lowed. (You can make a daily, weekly or monthly study plan—whatever you 
feel comfortable with.) You'll gain contidence and Strength after successfully 
fulfilling a few simple study plans. Then, if you wish, you can increase your 
commitment. Take the time to organize your plan. 

3. Don't waste time. Even ten-minute periods can be.used to great advan- 
tage. If you have prepared flash-cards (for learning verses, for example), you 
can productively use five, ten or fifteen minutes in drill exercises. 


2. Preparation for Study 

1. Find a specific place to study that's free from noise and other distractions. 
This will help you concentrate and stick to your study. Keep your study place 
clean and neat. 
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2. Study at regular scheduled times. Developing regulated study habits will 
push you to study on the days when you don't fool inspired. 

3. Keep on hand all supplies you'll need for your studies. Before you start, 
rid your desk of distractions and neatly arrange your pencils, pens, paper, 
textbooks, and reference Looks. 


3. Having the Right Attitude 
How well do you comprehend and remember the main points and the details 
of what you study? Your attitude has a lot to do with it. For example, to study 
as if it were a chore to finish as quickly as possible rarely yields success. 
Considering the following points should help you develop a favorable study 
attitude: 
(a) Do I believe that this subject has relevance for me? 
(b) Am | ready to participate fully in this study? In other words, am 
| prepared to continue serious study in this field? 
(c) Do | think it worthwhile to sacrifice immediate satisfactions to 
undergo the rigors of serious study? 


4, Taking and Using Study Notes 

1. Record your study notes in a loose-leaf notebook large enough for clearly 
legible notes. A gocd size is 8.5 by 11 inches (A4). A loose-leaf notebook is 
superior to a bound notebook because it allows you to add, rearrange, or re- 
move pages at will. Except in an emergency, don't keep notes on loose sheets 
of paper. They're easily lost or mislaid. 

2. Abbreviations save time. If you like, refer to a book on speed writing to get 


= Some ideas of commonly used abbreviations. 


3. Intelligent notes can be valuable both for immediate reference and for 
long-term review. A quick review of your notes before a class will help you re- 
call what you studied. You'll then feel more prepared to take part in the class. 

4. You can also review your notes before beginning your next assignment. 
That will help you see how what you've been reading fits with what you're 
going to study next. 


5. An Extra Note on Listening 

Improve listening during scriptural discussions and classes by making a con- 
scious effort to hear with the mind as well as the ears. One needs to develop 
the attitude of receptivity. The following suggestions should be helpful: 

(a) Prepare yourself physically and mentally to listen. 

(b) Try to disregard distractions. 

(c) Search for the speaker's main ideas. 

(d) Listen for the connections between main ideas. 

(e) Listen for important details. 
(f) Search for questions and points that need clarification. 
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Appendix Three 


Verses Recommended for Memorization 


Here are the most often quoted verses from the First and Si 
t econd Cantos 
The verses in bold are those Srila Prabhupada used most frequently while 
Preaching. We recommend that you memorize as many as possible 


Canto One 
Chapter Verses 
Tiss «1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 14, 15, 19, 22 
2 -5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17 








18, 19, 20, 21 

-24, 26, 28, 40, 41, 43 

.24, 25 

10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 20 (first half), 22 
21, 34, 35 

4,5,6, 10 

18, 19, 25, 26, 35, 36 

16, 23, 24, 42, 






Canto Two 

Chapter Verses 

E 1,2,3,4,5,6, 11 
.5, 36, 37 
.10, 17, 18, 19 
.15, 18, 17, 20 
.13, 15, 37 
.34, 42 
42, 46, 47, 50, 51 
4,5,6 
31, 33, 34, 35, 36 
«1, 2, 6 (last half) 
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